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If owning a log home has been a dream ofyoiirsj well, “Don't 
Dream It, Do it,'* You sec, weVe been helping folk's dreams 
become reality since 1974, And proud to say we*re quite good 
at It, so we've been told by a legion of happy Satter white Log 
Home customers, 

^uilt 

So where do you start? Got coffee stained paper-napkin sketches? 
Pictures clipped from magazines? Pages of nmes from dozens of 
conversations? That*s all wc need, 

Put them in the hands of our expert design team, and we'll change 
could into wood and frame it with imagination, 

YeSj m'am. Putting smiles on feces like yours is why we started 
and have stayed in the business to this day 



iATTERVWITE 



Fdmilf. Experience. Dudlilr; 




Call today and take the hrst step to making your dream 
log home a reality. 

So, don't dream it, do it... with a custom Satterwhite 
Log Home. 


Company Exp orianct- Family owned St operated for 40 years. 

Supprior House Legs Milled from <lead-standtiigtind>er 
for stability. 

Totally Custom YourpfeiiJ or ours. Design Stajf ready to 
create your dream home. 

dur Locations -Serving the US from Utal^ Texas & Georgia. 


satterwhitelaghames.cDRi 


UTAH 

WESTERN SALES OFFICE • MANUFACTURING • DISPLAY OFFICE 
911 E. Hwy 89 N, Gunnison, UT 84634 

1 - 888 - 882-4645 


TEXAS 

HEADQUARTERS • SALES • MANUFACTURING • MODEL HOME 
8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605 

1 - 800 - 777-7288 


GEORGIA 

EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME 
14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA30536 

1 - 800 - 918-6881 
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28 What More Do You Need? 

A tiny cabin located in northwestern Montana provides 
everything this nature-loving couple could desire 


38 How the West Was Done {cover image} 

Rustic and reclaimed are the themes of this mountain retreat 


52 Runamuk Roost 

A northwoods cabin lovingly updated 


58 Passing Down the Family Cabin 

A little financial planning goes a long way toward 
preserving a lifetime of memories 


60 Make Winter Fun! 

12 ideas you can try at your retreat 


about the cover 

This cabin was designed to look like 
it had been there for ages. 

See page 38 
Photo by Heidi A. Long 
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welcome 

A Season for 
Giving Thanks 



Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the holiday issue of 
Cabin Living] 

At the time of this writing, it s not 
even close to Thanksgiving yet, but put- 
ting this special issue together for you has 
put me in a reflective, thankful holiday 
mood. I am grateful for many blessings, 
starting with family, friends, my health, 
and of course, for the being the editor of 
this magazine. Yes, its a tough job im- 
mersing oneself in the cabin lifestyle, but 
someone has to do it, right? 

One of the things I love about Cabin 
Living is the diversity of people, cabins 
and activities that our editors, writers 
and photographers get to cover. In the 
world of all things cabin, we all get to 
play, and there is no right way to do it. 

In this issue, you’ll visit retreats in 
Montana, Wisconsin, Colorado and 
New York, while in other issues you will 
travel with us to the Southeast, New 
England, the Southwest or the Pacific 
coast. Some of the folks we interview 
will call their retreats “cabins,” some 
“cottages,” others “camps” and still oth- 
ers “lake houses,” and we may run into a 
“country home” or two. Some retreats sit 
alone on 100 acres of land in the Alaska 
wilderness, while some cozy up within 
earshot of neighbors on Minnesota’s 
Gull Lake or New York’s Finger Lakes. 

It’s all good. 


Speaking of cabins (aren’t we al- 
ways?), the retreats in this issue’s three 
Cabin Tour features all happen to be log 
structures, but the “Unplugged Cabin” is 
a stick-built home. In upcoming issues 
of Cabin Living, you will also see timber- 
frame cabins, modular cabins, and 
more. Rustic or contemporary, lodge 
look or cottage style, your editors love 
them all. 

And then there’s the fun stuff. In 
this issue, you’ll find advice for anglers, 
suggestions for enjoying winter at your 
cabin, a nostalgic “Now Sc Then” story, 
info about recent trends in snowmo- 
biles, advice for the DIYer, a couple of 
good book recommendations and some 
delicious recipes. In future editions, 
you’ll find stories about hiking, boating, 
paddling, riding PWCs and more. Kay- 
aks and PWCs in the same magazine? 
Well, of course. Cabin Living is all about 
equal opportunity, live-and-let-live fun. 

Yes, cabin country is a diverse and 
fascinating place. And I am very thank- 
ful for that, indeed. 

Wishing you happy holidays and 
great times at the cabin. 



MARK R. JOHNSON 
Editor 


Follow Us 



facebook.com/ 

cabinlivingmag 



pinterest.com/ 

cabinjiving 


twitter.com/ 

cabinlivingmag 



Download the digital edition 
of Cabin Living today \ 
More details at 
mywoodhome.com/digital 
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FOR CUSTOM HOME 
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OutJast 


031 .Mocuioq 




\ 877.536.1446 

* www.OutlastCTA.com 

info@OutlastCTA.com 


Outlast^ Log Oil 


.Controls rot and decay 
.Toxic to termites and 
powder post beetles 
.Trans-oxide pigments for 
maximmn UV control 


.Exceptional water repellency 
.Will NEVER crack or peel 
.One coat coverage 
.Covers without “lap” 
or “brush” marks 
.Detergent and water clean up 


V V4 GUARANTEED 

/ .To never require costly corn-cob removal 

6 ColOTS 4 ^ .No lap marks or brush marks ever — 

Great for ^ 

low-pressime spray apphcation to refusal 
Decks! ^ .Most complete exterior stain and finish 
7 tJi product in a single coat apphcation 

y\J\i .Easiest product to apply 

-One coat coverage 
-Detergent and water clean-up 
-Simple re-coat: no stripping required 


VIEW-FINDER CONTAINER 


Outlast* NBS 30 

Time-Release Additive 


.Repels crawling and nesting insects 
.Discourages carpenter bees and ants from drilling 
.Reduces ladybug infestations 
.All natural ingredients - 100% botanical 
.Mixes easily with oil and water-based 
paints, stains and just plain water 
.Exterior use only 
.Doses up to 5-gallons of 
paint/ stain or plain water 
.Protected by US Patents #7514102 and #7858127 


PERSONAL WATERCRAFT L)FI5 CANTILEVER UETS HYDRAULIC UFTS PONTOON UFTS VERTICAL LIETS 



Simple, reliable design 
for boats and pontoons 




DOCKS - LIFTS - PONTOON LEGS 


www.hewittrail.coi 


800 . 544.2067 
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If you already own a cabin or if you're thinking about buying one 




this show is for you. It's your one-stop event for answers 
and fresh ideas. Everything for your second home lifestyle is here: 


• Unique Cabin Products & Gifts 

• Rustic & Specialty Furniture & Furnishings 

• How-To Seminars & Demonstrations 

• Real Estate, Builders & Remodelers 

• Sustainable Landscapes & Lakeshores 

• Sporting Gear, Outdoor Equipment & Marine 

• Fun Activities & Free Special Features 


PLUS: 


CABIN CRITTERS 

Meet your wild neighbors! 

SANDWICHES TO DIE FOR 

Gourmet grilling with Chef 
Patrick Moore 

FREE SEMINARS 

Great topics - All weekend! 



MADISON 

AIMant Energy Center 
Madison, Wisconsin 

January 29-31 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Minneapolis Convention Center 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

February 19-21 


CHICAGO 

Schaumburg Convention Center 
Schaumburg, Illinois 

February 26-28 


Visit us at: lakehomeandcabinshow.com 

SAVE $2.00 ON ADMISSION! Download your coupon online. 
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we asked 

1 

r WHAT DO YOU CALL YOUR FAVORITE BOAT? 


you answerea 



MAID OF THE MOOSE 

My wife and I are lucky enough to own a 
camp on Portage Lake in Portage, Maine. 
Our pontoon boat is Maid of the Moose. 

- Ralph & Cindy Miller 


FOUR SAIL 

We have a pontoon boat that's small 
(1 6 feet), so not a lot of people can 
be aboard, so its name is Four Sail. 

- Kelly 


DEBTN80R 

The name of our boat is DEBTN80R. 

- Dave Smith 


facebook.com/ 

cabinlivingmag 


pinterest.com/ 

cabinjiving 
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Whether you're seeking 
more information about 
the process of building your 
dream home or looking for 
DIY tips & tricks, our collection 


Here is a sampling of the topics 
you can read up on: 

■ Choosing Logs (Profiles & Packages) 

■ Choosing Your Producer 

• Energy Efficiency for Today's Log Home 

• How Will Your Home Look and Live? 

■ Keep Your Eyes on the Prize 

■ Square Footage 101 

• Staining Options for Your Log Home 

■ Your Log Home: Custom Design or Model Plan? 


of webinars and articles 
is a great place to start. 


Or sit back, relax and watch a few 
videos and webinars: 

• Kitchen Confidential: Expert Tips for Bringing 
Your Dream Kitchen to Life 

• Design Your Perfect Log Home 

• Log Home Living: Cost Effective Design 

• Developing Your Dream Home Budget 

• Start Planning Your Dream Home Today 


Visit MyWoodHome.com/resources and start planning your dream home today! 

Rocky Mountain Log Homes photo 

^ woodhomGx^ 


Blanket photo courtesy Pendleton Woolen Mills 


from the deck 

DESIGN & DECOR 


Warm Up Your Decor 
with Blankets 

HOW TO PUT THESE COMFY, COZY STYLEMAKERS TO GOOD USE 




"In a more casual setting like a cabin, you can cover the seat 
to bring in a pop of color, even in a more rustic place," says 
Cathy Rowe, interior designer and owner at Well Dressed 
Interiors in Kennebunk, Maine. "And it can bring some 
protection from dirty kids or dirty dogs. I have a house on a 
river and when my dog comes in he may not be the clean- 
est. And kids have dirt on bare skin especially in summer. A 
well-placed blanket can protect furniture from sand on dirty 
feet and sticky hands from popsicles." 

Many wool blankets - the plaids and stripes that have 
been so popular in cabins for years - can be scratchy and 
may seem a little tired. The traditional can get a fresh 
update when patterns and colors depart from the cus- 
tomary, like designs with more negative space, slightly 
offset lines, and colors that pop more than those from 
the Scottish Register of Tartans. 

Texture, notes Rowe, whose specialty is fabrics, has 
as much potential as color to add to the mood in a 
room. Faux fur, open weaves and chunky fishermen-knits 
fit with the woodsy or waterside feel of many cabin interi- 
ors. And they're cuddly. 

She suggests centering blankets down the middle 
of a couch rather than leaving them crumpled to the 
side, and they can be tucked all the way down onto 
the seat for a cascade effect. If you tend to need 
a few for reading on chairs or watching television, 
stack them neatly into a large basket for easy reach. 

In the bedrooms, keep an extra blanket draped, halved- 
then-folded, across the end of the bed. That interrupts the 
patterns or monotone of the bedspread, and saves your 
guests the task of rummaging through closets. 

- Daphne Howland 


SOURCE: Well Dressed Interiors, welldressedinteriors.com; RESOURCES: Cabin Place, cabinplace.com; 

The Cabin Shop, thecabinshop.com; Pendleton Woolen Mills, pendelton-usa.com; Woolrich, woolrich.com 


J0OT 


loGCkt 


Last summer, my wife, Carol, and I traveled to one of our favor- 
ite cabins: a handcrafted log wonder near Ely, Minn. While we 
visited the Ely area, we enjoyed some of our favorite local foods: 
Red Cabin Custard, Canada's jam, Crapola granola (yes, that's 
the actual name) and Ely Wild Blueberry Soda. 

What are the local foods and flavors in your cabin region? 
Our editors would love to hear from you! Please share at: 
cabinliving@aimmedia.com. Thanks! 

- Mark R. Johnson, Editor 
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from the deck 

book ^ shelf 

FISHING WITH RAYANNE 

byAva Finch 

Looking for a light read 
for the cabin? Ava Finch 
introduces 34-year-old 
RayAnne Dahl, a self- 
confessed late bloomer 
who inadvertently lands a job as host of 
the first all-women fishing talk show. As 
she's trying to navigate those professional 
waters, her family life poses its own 
challenges: Mom is a New-Age coach to 
the menopausal rich. Dad is on his sixth 
marriage and RayAnne is caring for a 
handsome new rescue dog. 

Lake Union Publishing, $9.95, board 
book, 353 pages, upress.umn.edu 





PORTAGE: A FAMILY, A 
CANOE, AND THE SEARCH 
FOR THE 
GOOD LIFE 

by Sue Leaf 


From the comfort of 
your favorite cabin 
sofa, paddle beneath 
sunny skies, brave 
storms, and run hair-raising rapids. A 
memoir of one family's 35-year venture 
into the watery expanse of the world, 
this book is part travelogue and part 
natural and cultural history. A trained 
zoologist. Sue Leaf writes frequently 
on environmental topics. She and her 
husband Tom have paddled the waters of 
North America for 40 years. 


Minnesota hlistorical Society Press, $16.95, 
hardcover, 264 pages, mnhspress.org 


RESOURCES: American Snowmobiler, amsnow.com; Arctic Cat, arcticcat.com; Polaris Industries, polarisind.com; 
Ski-Doo, ski-doo.com; Yamaha Motor Sports, yamahamotorsports.com 


tanks, track choices and much more. 

But it is not just about accessories or 
add-on options; there are simply more 
vehicle/unit options available now. Clean 
technology like advanced fuel injection, 
direct-injection, and 4-stroke technology has 
proliferated in the industry. I'm the editor of 
American Snowmobiler magazine, which 
puts out a massive Buyers Guide each Oc- 
tober, and this year we covered almost 200 
in-season models. That doesn't even take 
into account special "spring buy" units or 
things like custom graphics. 

Today, if you own a cabin in the North- 
woods or up in the mountains, chances are 
that one of the four snowmobile manu- 
facturers (Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo, or 
Yamaha) make a machine that you and your 
family would love to explore winter on. 

- Mark Boncher, Editor of American 
Snowmobiler magazine 


"It must have heated seats! " 

My wife made this her highest priority 
when we bought her little Ford Escape SUV 
last year, and her desire for comfort was just as 
important as her desire for functionality. The 
snowmobile business is doing much the same 
thing and catering even more to cabin owners 
and the baby-boomer generation who spend 
time in snowy climes in the winter. 


MORE OPTIONS: Yep, they come with 
heated seats! Many of today's 4-stroke 
powered touring sleds, as well as limited- 
edition machines, come with heated seats 
. . . just like your SUV. But that's not all; you 
can customize much of your sled right at 
the dealer. Manufacturers are offering more 
options than ever before in the history 
of the industry: things like factory 
approved turbo kits, Bluetooth 
connectivity, auxiliary fuel 


CABI 



PHOTOGRAPHER MICHAEL FURTMAN 

began outdoor photography in the mid- 
1 980s, primarily as support for the outdoor 
and nature articles he wrote. Editors would 
say "nice story ... where are the photos?" 
And so it began. 

For years, that was the extent of his 
photography. But in 2000, when he had 
a serious health issue and was unable to 
handle the rigors of writing, he decided to 
seriously pursue wildlife photography as a 
creative outlet and source of income. 

Furtman's philosophy is simple - pho- 
tograph every day, photograph everything. 
"Too many photographers seek only the 
unusual animals, the rare birds," he says. 
"And too many photographers think that a 
good wildlife image is something where the 
subject fills the frame. Me? I am as happy 
photographing a rabbit as a rhino, and I 
strive to capture the animal in its element 
and environment." 

To see more of Furtman's work, visit 
michaelfurtman.com. 



SETTING UP FOR A SNOWY WINTER! 


Snowmobile photo by Ryan Thompson/RLT Photography Wildlife photos by Michael Furtman 


Right: fotolia.com/cienpiesnf; Hot chocolate: Courtesy Big Cedar Lodge 
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Dear Cabin Living, 

This was a beautiful 
display of Northern Lights 
above our cabin on Lake 
Louise, Alaska, on the 
night of January 2, 201 5. 

Sabra Neyman 
Wasilla, Alaska 



fid flir 






ne of the sweetest perks at Big 
m\Js Cedar Lodge in Missouri's Ozark 
Mountains isn't the woodburn- 
ing fireplace in each of the 81 log cabins. 
Nor is it the fishing. It's the hot choco- 
late. On the menu at Truman Coffee & 
Cafe is the Double-Chocolate Caramel 
Hot Cocoa. 

And then there's the Mandarin 
Oriental, Washington, D.C.'s "Build Your 
Own Hot Chocolate" amenity -delivered 
to guests on a tray - includes house- 
made chocolate stirring sticks, hot milk, 
and toppings like M&Ms (served in cute 
little glass jars with lids). 

Feeling inspired? Whether it's a touch 
of sweet (like caramel) or a super-hot 
kick (chili powder or Mayan spices), what 
makes cocoa so memorable is the ability 


to customize. Do you like an inch of min- 
iature marshmallows on top or just one 
big 'mallow? Are you more into milk, 
dark or white chocolate? 

Take the time to build a hot-choco- 
late DIY bar and everyone walks away 
happy. Set out mugs and keep the hot 
chocolate simmering in the saucepan or 
slow cooker, allowing guests to get their 
own with a ladle. Check your spice cabi- 
net for quick flavor boots, like cinnamon, 
nutmeg, cumin or cardamom; and don't 
forget this cool stirring tool: a chocolate- 
dipped peppermint stick. Consider mak- 
ing the bar area festive with strands of 
twinkling lights overhead or a menu of 
the ingredients written on a tiny chalk- 
board and propped on a frame stand. 

- Kristine Hansen 


SOURCES: Big Cedar Lodge, bigcedar.com; Mandarin Oriental, mandarinoriental.com/washington 


FUN FESTIVALS ★ IN CABIN COUNTRY 


NEW YEAR'S 
FIREWORKS ON 
TABLE ROCK LAKE 
Ridgedale, Mo., 
December 31 
If you're the kind of cabin 
enthusiast who will rent 
a cabin for a destination 
vacation, you might want to 
consider renting one of the 
rustic-elegant cabins at Big 
Cedar Lodge to ring in the 
New Year, bigcedar.com 


This is the Double-Chocolate Caramel Hot 
Cocoa, available at Truman Coffee & Cafe 
at Big Cedar Lodge on Table Rock Lake in 
Missouri. 


CHRISTMAS WALK 

Grayling, Mich., November 21 

With a theme of "Back Home to the 
Heart of Christmas," uptown Grayling 
will be aglow from 5-8 p.m. with 
the holiday spirit. Businesses will 
host entertainment, offer refresh- 
ments or set up special Christ- 
mas displays. Also, a Festival 
of Trees will be on display 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Grayling Mini Mall. 
grayling-mi.com 


CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 
WITH ALMANZO 

Malone, N.Y., December 5 

Tucked away in the village of Malone, just 
south of the Canadian border, is the Al- 
manzo and Laura Ingalls Wilder Farm. On 
December 5, a holiday celebration includes 
readings from the "Farmer Boy Christ- 
mas Chapter" in the parlor of the farm- 
house. During children's activities and 
singing of Christmas carols, cookies 
and mulled cider will be served, 
alma nzo wi Iderf a rm .com 
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from the deck I lake association spotlit 


NAME: Circle Lake Association 
AREA SERVED: The Circle Lake and the 
Deer Lake watershed in Driscoll County and 
southern Dakota counties, Minnesota 
MEMBERSHIP: 50 members, including 
48 families. 

MISSION/GOAL: The mission is to promote 
the improvement, protection, and preserva- 
tion of the water quality, ecological balance, 
and environmental health of Circle Lake, its 
watershed, and vicinity. 

"As with many lakes in southern Min- 
nesota that are often being added to the 
list of lakes in decline for water quality, our 
wonderful Circle Lake has been added, too," 
says association board member Julie Dorn- 
busch. "Our lake association and board have 
decided to take action. Our primary goal is 
to restore our lake to a healthy status, as it is 
beautiful and enjoyed by many!" 

PROJECTS: 

■ Working with our county and local 
sportsmen clubs, the Circle Lake As- 
sociation has applied for grants, hired an 
engineer to work on wetland restora- 
tion, installed fish grates to prevent 


carp from entering the lake, has grown 
the lake's blue gill population, and has 
planted native plants along the lake's 
shorelines, for starters. 

■ Holding annual half-marathon, 10k and 
5k races every September, the net profits 
go towards the Circle Lake Associa- 
tion's lake improvement fund. The race 
committee is run by members of the 
association, and the volunteer positions 
are filled from Circle Lake families. "The 
half-marathon takes the runners around 
our beautiful lake ('Circle the Lake Run'). 
It has truly become a first-class certified 
race," Dornbusch says. 

■ Holding "Chunky Dunk" event on New 
Years Day, during which people pay 
money to jump in the icy waters of Circle 
Lake, with funds going toward lake 
cleanup projects. 

FUN FACT: The Chunky Dunk event was 
featured on CBS News. 

AFFILIATIONS: We work with the Tri-Lakes 
Sportsmens Club, Cannon Valley Watershed, 
and Rice County," says Dornbusch. 
WEBSITE: circlelake.org 



annual Chunky Dunk event during which 


people pay money to jump into icy Circle Lake. 


share your story 

Does your lake have an association that's 
improving water quality? Do you belong 
to a land association that is always looking 
out for its members? To tell us more about 
the good work your association is doing, 
email cabinliving@aimmedia.com. 
Please include two or three high-resolution 
photos of your lake or cabin area. 
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• Hand crafted timber frame cabins, vacation homes 
and retirement homes 

• Complete design services 

• Structural Insulated Panel enclosure systems 

• Gazebos 

• Trellis structures 

• Park Shelters 


Glenville Timberwrights 

1 301 Lake Street • Baraboo, Wisconsin 5391 3 
www.glenvilletimberwrights.com • info@glenvilletimberwrights.com 
608-355-9950 or 608-356-9095 
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Courtesy Circle Lake Association 



fotolia.com/meepoohyaphoto 



fishinq^ips 




IDecenUt€^iA^uMudlj^e\\he^ a time when 
your fishing equipment has been put away 
until spring returns and you start thinking 


REELS - Clean with soapy water, but rinse 
thoroughly. Lightly grease the gears and any 
external moving parts. Check the drag to 
make sure it is working as it should and, if 
not, replace the drag washers. If you're going 
to store your reel for an extended time, loos- 
en the drag all the way to take tension off the 
line. Use your manufacturer's website info to 
guide you in taking apart your reel for repairs 


Phjep(unj^(jofvAphm^ 


about fishing again or it's a time when you 
are getting out your ice fishing gear in prepa- 
ration for hard water fishing. 

Either way, December is a good time to 
think about equipment maintenance so you 
are ready, no matter when it is, for your next 
fishing trip. 

Each piece of your fishing equipment 
should be checked over and repaired or 
replaced if needed. 

RODS - Inspect for missing or bent guides 
and replace if needed. Clean the rod with soapy 
water, and oil the threads on the reel seat. 


or maintenance, but if you're not comfortable 
with doing that, go to a local repair shop in 
your area or send it in to the manufacturer. 

LINE - If you are getting ready to store 
your reels until spring it is best to remove all 
line but don't replace until you are ready to 
start fishing again. If you're getting ready for 
winter fishing it is always best to put fresh 
line on your reel before you go. 

LURES - If lips are cracked or broken you 
are better off replacing the lure. If the body 
is just beat up a little use lure paint to touch 
it up. Either sharpen or replace hooks. While 


you're at it inventory all your lures and buy 
what you need. 

TACKLE BOX - Take everything out and 
clean and organize so everything is easy to 
find when you need it. 

Is doing all this a lot of work? Sure it is, 
but taking time for maintenance will mean 
your time on the water will be spent catching 
fish instead of repairing equipment or look- 
ing for that favorite lure. 

Larry Whiteley hosts the Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World Radio Show, basspro.com. 



RECONYX^'^ motion activated security cameras do not require separate lines for power or 
communication, making tKemJhe perfect solution for monitoring farms, barns, cabins or 
outbuildings. Extremely deploy and hide (5.5''x4,5") our cameras provide near 

instant notificationjj Lan^ m Wuj by transmitting images via the cellular network directly to 
your cell phone or e-^ailr 


General Surveillonce or License Plate Capture models 
available. Visit our website for more information. 


KEC 


RECON YX™ Security Series Cameras, See What You've Been Missing... 

RECONYX, INC. | PHONE 866-493-6064 | WWW.RECONYX.COM 
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Q&A 

BY DAPHNE HOWLAND 

Howto 

Organize 

Winter 

Gear 

Q Hello, love your magazine! 

We are planning an addition 
to our cabin in California s Sierra 
Nevada mountains. We use it in the 
winter when we go snowmobiling 
(when we have snow!). Winter access 
is by snowmobile only. The main 
purpose of the addition is to create 
a mud/snow entry room. We want 
locker-room style benches, plus 
shelves & hooks to store each guests 
gear, from boots to helmets. We also 
want a heating/drying system to 
speed up drying of wet gear. Can 
you give me suggestions for who to 
contact about the heating system? 
Do you have any examples of mud/ 
snow room configurations? Thanks 
for your help! 

-Sally McFarlane, via email 

A You onto something - a locker-room 
style approach is an excellent idea for 
that transition from outdoor activities and 
a good way to keep gear out of the way. But 
you don’t want your mountain cabin mud- 
room to have the clanging character of the 
local YMCA - especially since, like yours, 
many mudrooms also serve as a cabin’s 
entrance. The designers at Interiors Etc. 



in Grand Junction, Colo., had 
the same idea, and found sev- 
eral excellent ways to leverage 
the essential strengths of a lock- 
er room - the lockers themselves 
and a nice long, just wide-enough bench 
- while adding design elements that bring 
character to a cabin’s entryway. They also 
found some excellent solutions that help 
gear dry faster after a day in the snow. 

A mudroom with this approach can 
be built with all sorts of hideaway spots 
for gear - cubbies above, below, and un- 
derneath. The key when storing a lot of 
ski gear, as you note, is speeding up dry- 
ing time so that dampness doesn’t turn 
into mold. 

One ingenious solution from Interi- 
ors Etc. is the use of copper mesh, which 
gives those locker-style gear cubbies 
both ventilation and a more attractive 
look. The mesh, a decorative metal grille 
from Van Dykes is used in the door pan- 
els. The grille’s weave is just tight enough 
to hide all the gear, yet wide enough to 
allow air to circulate through the closet. 
Jackets and other gear won’t stay damp 
(or get moldy) even when tucked away. 
Interiors Etc. designer Kirk Granum 
calls it a decorative way to make a func- 
tional door. 

The mesh insert ensures that air gets 
in and out of the closed door, so you can 
put something damp in there, and it’s not 


enclosed, Granum says, and 
he chose copper for a less con- 
temporary feel, more suitable 
for cabins than, say, stainless 
steel. The cubbies are also raised 
up, with open bottoms and space under- 
neath to allow gear to drip. In one setup, 
heater- dryers are tucked underneath. Skis 
fit on hooks across the room. Meanwhile, 
holes are incorporated into the design of 
a lovely locker-room style bench in the 
middle, so melting snow can drip onto the 
easy-to-clean, fiake-resistant gauged slate 
fioor. 

The heaters and dryers that you’re 
looking for, and which Granum has 
tucked under those lockers with their 
thawing gear, come in a range of sizes, 
performance levels, and prices, from a 
variety of retailers and manufacturers. 

So-called boot dryers actually dry just 
about everything from gloves and boots 
to helmets, and are used by college and 
pro-level hockey and football teams as 
well as fire departments, says Hunter Bai- 
ley at Heater Craft, which manufactures 
two-, four-, eight-, 14-, 23-, and 48-pair 
boot heaters. The attachments that al- 
low for the drying of equipment beyond 
boots may require a separate purchase. In 
addition to Heater Craft, larger units can 
be found at CozyWinters.com. Smaller 
equipment can be found at places like REI 
and Cabela’s. 


RESOURCES: Van Dyke's Restorers, vandykes.com; Heater Craft, heatercraft.com; Cozy Winters, cozywinters.com; REI, rei.com; Cabela's, cabelas.com 
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Photo by Jeremy Swanson, courtesy Interiors, Etc., Grand Junction, Colo., interiorsetc.com 




Q When was the first log cabin 
built in the U.S.? And what is 
the oldest surviving log cabin in 
this country? 

- Joe Hartman, via email 

A lt’s no surprise that enterprising 
settlers who found themselves in 
the woods built shelters from trees, an 
ample and hardy resource. It’s not re- 
ally certain, however, when people be- 
gan building log structures. Historians 
have traced their use to as far back as 
the Bronze Age, (around 3,500 B.C.) in 
northern areas of Europe like Finland, 
Sweden and Germany, and in northern 
Russia, according to the National Park 
Service. The wood in the forests in those 
areas was especially conducive to build- 
ing long-lasting homes, and the tradi- 
tion of building log cabins has continued 
there to this day. 

By the time Europeans came to what 
is now the U.S. in the 17th century, build- 
ing log cabins was an established practice. 


Finns and Swedes were the first ones to 
build log cabins here, in the Swedish colo- 
ny of Nya Sverige (New Sweden) near the 
Delaware and Brandywine Rivers. Pio- 
neers from other countries, including the 
English pilgrims, quickly adopted their 
longstanding techniques. 


One of oldest known cabins in the 
U.S. is also still standing, thanks to on- 
going restoration work by its owners over 
the years. The Nothnagle Cabin, built by 
Finnish pioneers between 1638 and 1643, 
has been on the National Register of His- 
toric Places since 1976. cl 



Photo courtesy Wikimediacommons 





For guests that 
just magically 
appear... 



build the 
murphy bed that 
does the same. 



Why let a bed waste valuable 
space when you don’t need the 
bed? A murphy bed built using 
the Create-A-Bed® murphy bed 
mechanism gives your guests a 
comfortable night’s sleep and 
then disappears when they do. 
Twin, Full or Queen mechanisms 
include complete step-by-step 
instructions, DVD and toll-free 
technical 
assistance. 


Create-A-Bed® 

toll free: 877-966-3852 

www.wallbed.com 



nowQthen 



Traipsing through the snow is much more 
fun riding piggyback. Here the author 
hitches a ride from her big brother Dan. 


Back in Time 

How would you like to spend Christmas 
at the cabin?” bychristyheitger-ewing 


I knew I was in trouble when I asked 
my son Kyler what he wanted for 
Christmas, and he replied, “A time 
machine.” 

Gee whiz, when I was a kid, all I want- 
ed was a winking Western Barbie. 

“Where would you go in your time ma- 
chine?” I asked out of curiosity. 

“Back to 1985,” Kyler said. 

Interesting that he picked ’85; that was 
the first time as a young girl that I - and 
my family, of course - spent the Christmas 
holiday at the cabin . . . 

The gear my parents packed for winter 
was much bulkier than the summer stuff 
that filled the car just months earlier. In 
place of fiip-fiops and sunscreen, we tossed 
in ice skates and snow boots. Instead of 
tank tops and water skis, we grabbed ear- 
muffs and plastic sleds. Rather than life 
jackets and lemonade, we brought along 
lip balm and hot chocolate mix. 

As we drove down the cabin’s powder- 
covered lane, I cracked the window of our 
lipstick red Chevy Blazer and was struck 
by the breathless silence in the air. Gravel 
didn’t crunch beneath our tires. Leaves 


didn’t rustle in the blowing breeze. Dogs 
didn’t bark down on the docks. Children 
didn’t splash out in the water. Boat motors 
didn’t roar in the distance. Everything was 
beautifully still. 

My brother Dan and I exited the vehicle 
and trudged through mounds of snow to 
reach the lake, only instead of jumping in 
like we did in the summer, we slid around 
on top like a couple of playful harp seals. 

“Look, everyone!” Dan announced, 
motioning across the lake. “An untouched 
blanket of white as far as the eye can see.” 

I stood in awe at the edge of the frozen 
lake, mesmerized by the cabin’s soft, fiuffy 
landscape. Then suddenly - pow - Dan 
pelted me in the back with a snowball. I 
knelt down and started rolling my own 
winter weapon, ready to wage an epic arc- 
tic fight. 

“Time out!” Dad called. “First thing’s 
first. We need a Christmas tree!” 

Dad grabbed a saw, and we climbed 
the hill across the road to access the back 
edge of our property. We didn’t hike back 
there in the summer because it was too 
overgrown with weeds and thorny bushes. 
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Courtesy the author 


The barren landscape of winter, however, 
allowed us to explore and find a 5 -foot-tall 
white pine with silky needles, a symmetri- 
cal shape, and a slightly crooked trunk. 

Upon returning to the cabin, we lit the 
potbellied stove, sang Christmas carols, 
and decorated our tree with shiny green 
balls, bright red ribbon, and strings of 
tasty popcorn. I stared out the frosted win- 
dow at the puffy snowfiakes that gently fell 
from the sky. They were the intricate look- 
ing ones that elementary school art teach- 
ers replicate with construction paper and 
hang from classroom ceilings. 

I was safe, warm, happy, and at peace. 
There was no place on earth I’d rather be. 
And reminiscing about this warm child- 
hood memory gave me an idea. 

“How would you like to spend Christ- 
mas at the cabin?” I asked Kyler. It was 
the closest thing there was to going back 
in time. 

His eyes grew wide as he flashed me 
the biggest smile I’d seen since the start of 
boating season. 

“Really?” Kyler asked as he wrapped 
his arms around me. “Did you hear that, 
Trevyn?” he asked his little brother. “We’re 
gonna spend Christmas at the lake!” 

“That reminds me 1 ” Trevyn exclaimed. 
“I finished my wish list for Santa. I want a 
jet pack like Boba Fett and some live min- 
ions to play with.” 

“I’m sure Santa will get right on that,” 
I said. “So, Kyler, about this time machine: 
I’m just curious . . . why did you choose the 
year 1985?” 

“I thought it would be fun to hang 
out with you as a kid,” he said. “Were you 
cool. Mom?” 

“Hey, I had a Barbie who could wink,” I 
said. “Need I say more?” 

Kyler smiled and shook his head. 

“Well, at least you’re cool now. Mom,” 
Kyler said. 

“Yeah,” Trevyn piped in. “Cuz she’s 
taking us to the cabin.” cl 


B Christy Heitger-Ewing 
thinks that if everyone 
could experience life at 
a cabin, the world would 
be a happier place. 
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Backer ftod • Books & Videos • Caulking • Chinking • Fasteners 
Log & Wood Finishes • Preservatives • Restoration Products 
Sealants • Tools • Wood Treatments • And More! 


For Yc::r Log Home 
Maintenance Noe:!a: 


Request a Free Catalog! 


See Mere MaintenerKe Products Onlirte 


It’s Here. Smarter Home Security: 

24/7 Protection. Exceptional Savings. No Annual Contracts. 


© 

SimpliSafe 



GET 10% OFF 


CNET calls SimpliSafe “better, smarter 
home security.. .an outstanding 
value.” Unlike most alarm companies, 
SimpliSafe has no long-term contracts. 
You get award-winning 24/7 protection 
— for less than half what traditional 
companies charge. 




SimpliSafe.com/cabin 
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> {FROM OUR READERS} 

The Longest Mile 

Some cabins are worth a grueling hike in deep snow 


STORY & PHOTOS BY JOHN DIGIROLAMO 


W ell, I don't actually own a cabin. But, I love the mountain 
cabin lifestyle. Occasionally, my family and I enjoy cabin 
living by spending a few days at one of the Summit Huts 
in Breckenridge, Colo. These rustic cabins are not accessible by road. 

The only way to get to them is to hike, snowshoe or cross-country ski 
while toting all of your food and supplies. 

In March 201 1 , we went to Francie's Cabin. Our party of six included 
my wife, Kathy, daughters Nicole (18) and Megan (14), and cousin 
Susie and her fiance. Matt. What an adventure it was! Francie's Cabin 
sits 1 1 ,264 feet above sea level, and there are two ways to get there: a 
longer, flatter way (4 miles) and a shorter, steeper trail (1 mile). We had 
once snowshoed to a hut in the 10th Mountain Division Hut Association 
system, dragging our sled about three miles on a flat trail into the wilder- 
ness, so we were confident that a longer trail would be a piece of cake. 

It was noon on a perfectly sunny, 25°F day when we loaded all of our 
stuff (75 pounds worth, including 1 5 pounds of trail mix) onto two 
sleds for a two-night adventure. We might have over-packed. 

The day before, the area had received about 2 feet of snow, and 
no one had broken trail yet, so we set out snowshoeing through fresh 
powder. The ladies were leading, trying to pack the snow, while Matt 
and I each dragged a sled. Two hours later, we realized that we'd only 
gone a mile. Everyone was getting worried that it would take too long 
in this deep powder to go another three miles. Reluctantly, we played it 
safe and turned around. 

Back at the car, we considered getting a hotel room and trying again 
in the morning, but it was spring break, so no rooms were available. We 
decided to check out the one-mile trail. It was now about 3 p.m., and we 
were discussing our options when a cross-country skier came down from 
the trail. He said the snow was packed, and it would be "easy" to get to 
the cabin. 

We were inspired, but after snowshoeing for an hour, I was get- 
ting really tired and asked my wife to help pull the sled. The trail 
wasn't exactly as "packed down" as the skier had indicated. Nicole 
and Megan helped Matt pull his sled, while Susie acted as our lookout. 
What were we thinking? With a 20% grade, this trail only went one 
way: straight up! 

It was so tiring pulling the heavy sled that we had to take a break 
every other minute. I was worried that we wouldn't arrive at the cabin 
before nightfall. Was I going to have to remember survival tips I'd read 
once in a magazine? Finally, after more than two hours of very slow 
snowshoeing, we could see the cabin in the fading light at the top of a 
hill. We literally had to crawl up the last 100 yards, digging our snowshoe 
spikes into the snow to make sure the weight of the sleds wouldn't drag 
us back down. I've never been so exhausted in my life, but we made it! 

The rustic, two-story log cabin was awesome. It had room for 20 
people, a woodstove and a gas range. Fresh snow was our water source. 
The outhouse was even inside. That's what I call mountain luxury! 

The next day we woke up to a blizzard, so we decided to stay inside 
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relaxing, talking, playing games, drinking 
hot chocolate and just enjoying the beauty 
of the mountains and the peacefulness 
that a cabin can bring. 

There were some unoccupied rooms, 
and I assumed that whoever made that 
reservation would never make it in the 
storm. But that afternoon, two families 
came up the hill with several children less 
than 10 years old, and the adults towed 
sleds as if they were weightless. It turned 
out that these 20-something parents were 
volunteers for Colorado's Alpine Rescue 
Team. They later said that they came to 
this cabin because it was "the easiest one 
to get to with little kids." I declined to tell 
them that our walk was the most physi- 
cally demanding experience of my life. 

Everybody we met at the cabin was 
friendly, and we engaged in interesting 
conversations. (Somehow, it is easier to 
bond while in a cabin.) It was also great 
to spend time with my daughters without 
interruptions from cell phones, text 
messages, e-mails or other distractions. 
They wouldn't be kids much longer, so I 
treasured this opportunity. 

The next day, it was easy to get down 
the hill, and from the reverse perspective, 
we were amazed that we'd actually made 
it. To this day, I fondly remember the family 
time, the beauty of the wilderness, and 
going to the brink of our physical capabili- 
ties to conquer the mountain. Someday, 

I hope to live in a cabin in the mountains, 
preferably one that does not require 
crawling to get to the front door. 


WANTED: YOUR CABIN 
STORY & PHOTOS 

Every issue of Cabin Living maga- 
zine features at least two “My Cabin” 
stories, which are reader-submitted 
stories and photos. Send your cabin 
story to: cabinliving@aimmedia.com, 
and your Cabin Living editors may 
publish it. (All that is needed is a brief 
story about your cabin, cottage, lake 
home or camp - how you came to own 
it, why its special to you, and what 
you enjoy doing there. Photos need to 
be high-resolution.) Thank you! 


Up North in Wisconsin 




DURING A MORNING DRIVE, I TOOK THREE 
PHOTOS THAT REMINDED ME OF THE BEAUTY 
OF WINTER: A BEACHED BOAT AT FISCHER'S 
CAMP, PICNIC TABLES AT RAPIDS CAMPGROUND 
AND MY FAVORITE OLD BARN. 


Where the squirrels and the otters play 


STORY & PHOTOS BY PAT KROHLOW 


m y spot Up North is on the Peshtigo 
River and High Falls Flowage. We are 
1 5 miles northwest of Crivitz, Wis. 

My cabin isn't as grand as most of those featured 
in Cabin Living magazine. That said, my cabin life is 
second to none. 

For example, I remember the time that we woke 
up to a sunny, but brisk, zero degree day: 

As the sun peeked over the tree line, the ice in the 
river started to melt. The eagles soared over the open water 
hoping to spot a fish for breakfast. 

Tracks in the newly fallen snow told me the pheasant 
and grouse had come out to gravel up on the edge of the 
road, and two deer had crossed the yard over night. 

The birds were noisy and hungry. Nuthatches, finches, 
chickadees, juncos and mourning doves were in continuous 
flight to and from the birdfeeders. Blue jays and red polls 
were at nature's bird feeders - the pines and cedars. 

A squirrel was waiting patiently, praying the birds would 
drop a few seeds in the snow for his snack. 

The otters bobbed up and down in the river, playing 
otter games as they usually do. 

As the sun dropped behind the trees, the river began to 
freeze again, setting up for tomorrow's show. 

Life Up North is good, cl 
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year's supply of 
birch wood each 
winter and let it age 
a year before split- 
ting it. I use about 
a cord of wood as 
backup to my heat- 
ing system and for 
the warmth of a 
crackling fire on 
cold winter nights. 
- Dale M. 


Cabin Warmth 

Beat winters chill and make your place cozy 

BYDALEMULFINGER 


T he warmth of cabin living can 
be felt in the charm of a struc- 
ture’s rustic character com- 
bined with the experiences 
shared with family and friends. 

Yet, for those of us who don’t limit our 
cabin use to summertime, we also want 
our cabins to keep us warm when it’s cold. 
If you’re planning a cross-country ski 
weekend, and you arrive at a frozen cabin, 
an open fireplace will do little to heat the 
thermal mass of the structure until you’re 
ready to leave on Sunday. It will take a lot 
of hot grog to warm your spirits, and you 
will be contemplating heating alternatives 
for your next winter sojourn. 

So, what are your options? A wood 
stove gives off heat quicker. Then again, 
some electric heating units you could have 
turned on from your cell phone a few days 
earlier might have been a better solution. 

Analyzing the situation 

When it comes to cabin warmth, there 
are many choices, and they all start with 


understanding the use pattern of your fa- 
vorite getaway. Are you likely to use the 
place only for a few winter weekends or do 
you want to keep the plumbing in work- 
ing order all winter long? 

You’ll also need to know what energy 
supplies you have access to: trees, electricity, 
gas, wind generation. Heating our cabins is 
quite different from heating our homes in 
or near the metropolis. There, we usually 
have access to electricity and natural gas. 

Choices for heating 

At our primary homes, most of us don’t 
have patience for high temperature 
swings so we seek to air condition for part 
of the season. Thus, forced-air systems 
driven by gas or electricity are the pre- 
ferred choice. 

■ Wood burning - Cabins, on the other 
hand, are a natural for using some form 
of wood heat, since we often build our 
retreats near or in a forest. In addition, if 
we aren’t keen on chain saws and wood 


splitting, there is usually someone nearby 
willing to sell us a cord or two of wood. 
And who doesn’t enjoy the flickering 
flame and smell of burning wood? 

Consider using insulation 
that's 50% greater than code 
to boost your energy savings. 

The best burning device is a wood 
stove, or a sealed fireplace that performs 
like a wood stove. A thorough study of 
wood-burning performance will help you 
select the stove that’s best for you. 

If you’re the person responsible for 
splitting the wood, it won’t take but a few 
seasons to appreciate that you’ll need only 
two cords of wood instead of four to make 
it through a heating season. 

■ Backup heat source - But even with a 
good warm coat, you’ll still need a source 
of heat when you’re not around. And here 
is where everything gets more complicat- 
ed. Heat has two major components: a fuel 
source and a distribution system. On the 
source side, you’ll have to research what’s 
available at your site: electricity, natural 
or propane gas, fuel oil, or geothermal, 
which is also run off of electricity. On 
the distribution side, you have forced air, 
hydronic infioor heat, radiators, or direct- 
current electric heaters. And for the most 
part, several of the fuel sources work with 
several of the distribution systems. 

Prices for fuel vary over time, so it’s 
best to study recent price history and re- 
flect on what experts predict for the prices 
in the future. You might even consider 
two fuel sources, so you can play with 
energy markets. Some local power com- 
panies offer off-peak rates for heating sys- 
tems, which use heat storage. 

Planning ahead 

If you’re planning to build (or rebuild) a 
cabin, you can request additional insu- 
lation for exterior walls, the ceiling and 
even under the slab. Check local building 
codes to find out what the recommended 
R-value is for your location. Then, you 
might want to consider using insulation 


22 Cabin Living | December 2015 


Photos courtesy Dale Mulfinger 



MY ANSWER 
TO COLD CABIN DAYS 

One good measure of the heat you'll need for your 
cabin is the degree-day chart of the United States. 
This chart measures the number of hours in one 
season in which your location will experience 
temperatures below 65 degrees. My cabin exists 
in the 10,000 zone. Brrrr. 

As it so happens, in my cabin in a very cold 
Arrowhead Region of northern Minnesota, off- 
peak rates are 60% cheaper, so I have in-floor 
electric mats under my slab and two ceramic stor- 
age units, one on each level of my cabin. Storage 
units are efficient to run but slow to respond to 
desired increases in temperature. Therefore, I have 
a few direct electric baseboard units on regular 
rate power, and a wood stove that kicks out heat 
swiftly as well, resource: pnwpest.org/US 



that’s 50% greater than code to boost 
your energy savings. 

Installing energy-efficient windows is 
another way to increase comfort value, as 
well as long-term dollar savings. 

Think of your cabin just like that 
warm parka you put on in the winter, 
down-filled and snug as a bug. cl 


Cabinologist Dale 
Mulfinger regularly 
designs cabins with 
Minnesota-based SALA 
Architects, teaches cabin 
classes and gives talks on 
cabin design across North America. He 
has authored five cabin-centric books. 


SOURCE: Steffes Corp., steffes.com 
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INCINOLET 

ELECTRIC INCINERATING TOILETS 




Enjoy the convenience, 
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 
your cabin, home, dock, or boot. 

INCINOLET incinerates waste to 
clean ash, only electricity needed. 

1 20 or 240 volts. 


INCINOLET - stainless steel, American 
mode for years of satisfaction. 




Call 1~800~527~5551 www.incinolet.com 
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: The Whalens built the kitchen island and 
other furnishings from fallen birch trees on the property. Lisa 
rusticated store-bought pieces with birch twigs or bark. Kitchen 
and bedroom shelving were made from wood salvaged from a 
i partially burned lumberjack's cabin that stood on the property. 

The dining room addition multitasks as the game room. The wil- 
low chair was made by a Wisconsin artisan. ■ The cabin sits on a 
4-foot-high platform for a better view of the river. The area under- 
I neath is used for storage. A 10x1 6-foot screen porch extends the 
I cabin's living space. ■ The floor plan reveals the Whalens' no-frills 
approach to designing a compact getaway that sleeps eight. 


the QS^lugged cabin 


U 


TALES OF LIVING OFF THE GRID 


\. 
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A Winter Wonderland 


A cozy off-grid cabin for an outdoorsy Minnesota family byfransigurdsson 


D ecember can be mighty cold 
in northern Minnesota. 
But Tom and Lisa Whalen’s 
off-grid cabin near Grand 
Rapids is warm and cozy, thanks to good 
insulation and an efficient woodstove. In 
fact, the 1970s-era Scandia generates so 
much heat that the Whalens often find 
that they need to open windows. 

Winter is the Whalen’s favorite season 


at “Makwa,” as they call their retreat. 
(The word is Ojibwe for the black bear 
that roam these parts.) Ella and Mason, 
the couple’s grandchildren, call it “the 
special cabin.” 

Quality family time 

Ella and Mason love to strap on snow- 
shoes and explore the 63 -acre wooded 
property with the grownups. The cabin 


is on the banks of the Mississippi, so ice- 
skating on the oxbow pond in the bend 
of the river is another fun activity. Other 
times, the Whalens cross-country ski, or 
take to the extensive network of snowmo- 
bile trails in the area. 

At night, cabin-goers recount the 
day’s adventures over dinner cooked on a 
vintage propane stove, followed by a lively 
round of card or board games. There is 
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Appearance ^Longevity s/ Value ^'Environment 


Because whafs inside matters. 

1-800 548-3554 

Free Color Samples and Catalog 

www.permach1nk.com 




ALL GAS, 

ALL THE TIME 



jpo JJOME QirnBT 



"SWEDISH COPE" wAaiocs 

(Swedish Cope Prices include saddle notched corners.) 
DIAM. STANDARD CABIN 

6“ N/A $2.52 L.F. 

7" $4.26 L.F . $3.68 L.F.^ 

8" $5.31 L.F. $4.63 L.F. 

9" $7.33 L.F. $6.29 L.F. 

10" $8.97 L.F. $7.71 L.F. 

12" $13.94 L.F. $11.14 L.F. 

14" $16.54 L.F. $14.26 L.F. 

16" N/A $21.41 L.F. 

(Swedish Cope half log siding available 
for 40% less than above shown prices.) 



Photo depicts a 10" cabin appearance kit. 



“ACCESSORIES” 


Milled log railing $13/ lin. ft. 

Hand peeled log railing $16/ lin. ft. 

Log stair sets From $1,275 

1 " X 6" T&G decking $.58/ lin. ft. 

2" X 6" T&G decking $1 .14/lin. ft. 

Lumber Maker (log tool) $103 

Log Wizard (log tool) $225 



WHY LOG HOME OUTLET? 

f/^Quality log homes at the lowest prices! 
f/'Ory logs, from standing dead timbers! 

*/TPI grade stamped logs! 

I^Log Home design & engineering available! 
f/Machined & Handcrafted beams available from 
6" to 48" in diameters, & up to 42 ft. in length! 
✓free ESTIMATES! 

✓Ves, we ship everywhere! 

Call, or visit us online for a free brochure! 

Log Home Outlet Inc. 

Phone: (208) 542-2772 
Fax: (208) 535-0343 
sales@loghomeoutlet.com 
www.loghomeoutlet.com 

Prices & promotions subject to change without notice. 

*Free shipping with minimum purchase. 

(Accessories aione do not quaiify for the free shipping promotion.) 


PROPANE-FUELED GAS LAMPS like the 
Humphrey lamps in this retreat are a 
great option for lighting a remote off- 
gri(f cabin. The Humphrey indoor model, 
as well as similar brands such as Falk, 
has a preformed mantle and standard 
propane nozzle. 

The Humphrey lamp emits the 
equivalent of a 70-watt bulb. Gas lamps 
also throw off a lot of heat, says Ron 
Rix, technician at Humphrey Products in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. The indoor gas lamp 
was developed in the early 1900s at 
Humphrey, then known as the General 
Gas Light Co. 

Today, the Humphrey lamp is made by 
Midstate Lamp Co. in Arthur, III. (Mid- 
state also makes another model known 
as the 450, which rivals a 100-watt bulb.) 

The lamps can be mounted on the 
wall or hung from a ceiling with a pen- 
dant kit. It's best to leave the installation 
to your propane dealer, who will plumb 
it to your gas supply with copper tubing. 
If you are a DIYer, have a serviceman 
inspect for gas leaks before use. 

Because you have to light the lamp 


no TV, no computer, no landline phone, 
either, and cell service is sketchy. 

“Our goal was to focus on the out- 
doors and quality family time,” explains 
Lisa, an interior designer. “We wanted to 
create a restful, low-impact family retreat. 
We didn’t need another house to go to.” 
Being off the grid, they reasoned, would 
help them achieve this goal - and save 
money, too 

The beginning 

An off-grid cabin that Tom’s grandfather 
and father - both were carpenters - built 
in Wisconsin served as their inspiration. 
The current owners, Tom’s sister and her 
husband, have kept the place unplugged. 
“One summer we went up there,” recalls 
Lisa, “and said it would be wonderful to 
have a place like this.” 


with a match, lamps should be used in a 
ventilated area only, free of combustible 
liquids such as gasoline. 

Some tips from the Humphrey gas 
lamp owner's manual: 

■ Gas flow through the nozzle must be 
aimed straight down the center of 
the Bunsen tube. To ensure proper air 
flow and gas mixture, the inside of 
the Bunsen tube must be clean and 
free of debris or spider webs. 

■ When gaslight is operating properly, 
gas consumption is 2,000 Btu per 
hour. One "pound" of propane gas 
produces approximately 12 hours of 
light. Propane gas must be to this rat- 
ing: 2,500 to 2,530 Btu per cubic foot. 

■ The gas tank regulator must be ad- 
justed to operate at a pressure of 1 1 
inches of water column (27.9 cm; 

6 oz. of mercury). This same pressure 
must be maintained at the nozzle of 
the gaslight. 

■ Each time the lamp is used, the man- 
tle should be inspected for carbon 
deposits. Clean or replace if necessary. 


In 1996, the couple purchased a re- 
mote site overlooking the river, and Lisa 
drew up plans for a small cabin. She and 
Tom did all the construction, relying on 
woodworking skills that Tom learned 
from his dad. “We handled most every- 
thing ourselves,” adds Tom, an electrical 
engineer. Although they borrowed a gen- 
erator for the construction, the two used 
few power tools besides a circular saw. 
The original 459-square-foot cabin was 
completed in 1997. 

Finishing touches 

In 201 1, the Whalens built an 15-foot 
addition, boosting the retreat’s square 
footage to 586 square feet. “Although it’s 
quite small,” says Lisa, “with its vaulted 
ceilings and good design, it feels quite spa- 
cious, and can comfortably sleep eight.” 
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Wall-mounted gaslights illuminate 
the cabin. Propane also powers a whirl- 
pool bath, undercounter fridge and a 
cherished 1940s Hardwick stove that be- 
longed to Tom’s grandmother. 

The couple pump water by hand from 
a 15 -foot well they dug. The water is then 
carried to the sink in a 7-gahon container 
with a spigot. The sink drains into the 
ground outside. Another 2-gahon con- 
tainer with a spigot is kept in the little 
port-a-potty room, added so that no one 
has to go outside in winter. The cabin also 
has an outside shower stall. 

The cabin is about a half-mile from 
the highway, accessed via a two-rut grass 
driveway. During the winter, the Wha- 
lens make the 3 -hour drive from their 
home outside Minneapolis as often as 
possible. The couple park on the road 
and snowmobile in, towing supplies by 
sled. “We make two or three runs in,” 
says Tom. His one concession this past 
winter? Having someone plow a parking 
spot in advance, cl 


Do you have an off-grid retreat? 

If so, long-time CL contributor Fran 
Sigurdsson would love to hear from 
you! If you send us an email at cabin 
living(a)aimmedia.com, well forward 
it to her Adirondack lake house. 


RESOURCE: 

Midstate Lamp Co., gas-lights.com, 866-450-5267. 
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Do You Need? 


A tiny cabin located in northwestern 
Montana provides everything this 
nature-loving couple could desire 


STORY BY 
MELISSA MYLCHREEST 

PHOTOS BY 
HEIDI A. LONG 
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Nestled into mature forest 
and overlooking a lake, this 
petite home is a classic por- 
trait of the ideal Montana 
cabin. It was the second 
cabin built on the property 
of wildlife expert Jack 
Hanna and his wife, Suzi. 
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S ome celebrities are notori- 
ous for building cabins that 
are more like rambling pal- 
aces built with scant consider- 
ation for the aesthetics of the landscape 
or the local traditions. This is especially 
true in Montana, where Hollywood 
heroes are known to buy up ranches 
and build multimillion- dollar lodge- 
style vacation homes that stretch the 
limit of what might truly be considered 
a cabin. 

Not so in the case of Jack Hanna and 
his wife Suzi. Then again, Hanna doesn’t 


consider himself a celebrity either, despite 
what others might say. “I don’t like the 
word celebrity’,” he says. “I don’t like the 
word star,’ either. I don’t like any of those 
words. That’s not me.” 

The world-renowned wildlife expert 
and TV personality (if you must call him 
something, he prefers “Animal Ambas- 
sador”) could easily have gone the same 
mega-lodge route as others when he 
decided to buy property and build a 
cabin retreat in Montana. But that just 
wouldn’t be his style. 

“A lot of times, people in these small 


communities see people like me moving 
in and think, ‘Oh, gosh, what’s he going to 
do?’ ” he says, in reference to the influx of 
outside influences and tastes. “Well, I tell 
you what. I have a little farm up there - 
it’s a farm, not a ranch - on 40 acres, and 
some trails and a few small cabins for my 
family” 

And when he says small, he’s not kid- 
ding. Coming in at just 700 square feet, 
the Elk Cabin is truly petite. But really, 
argues Hanna, what more do you need? 
“When we were building it, we really 
didn’t know what we were doing. But I 
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Designed and built by a stonemason 
working with traditional techniques, 
the fireplace provides the striking - 
and cozy - focal point for the interior. 
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figured, hey, it s a cabin - four walls, one 
room downstairs, a loft upstairs, put a 
kitchen in, and that’s it.” 

An adventure in building 

Builder Randy Baker concurs - not only 
on the apparent simplicity and humil- 
ity of the Hannas’ aesthetic, but on the 
somewhat haphazard approach they took 
to building this, the second cabin on the 
property. It must be noted that Baker, 
like Hanna, also prefers a different kind 
of title. “I always tell Jack, I’m not a car- 
penter.’ And he says, ‘Yeah, okay, right, 
you’re not a carpenter.’ And I say, ‘No, I’m 
a handyman. But I think we can figure 
this carpentry thing out.’ ” 

And over a 20 -year relationship with 


Hanna and several cabins later, he admits 
that maybe he’s figured a few things out. 
But he also enjoys recounting the process 
of building the Elk Cabin, which took 
place in 1996: 

“Jack called me up and said, ‘The 
guys from Logcrafters are on their way 
up, and they’re bringing logs.’ So they 
brought a crane up to stack them, and 
then we’re building this thing, and we’d 
actually gotten most of it done. I’m sit- 
ting up there on the roof one day, and 
Jack shows up. He pulls this tube out 
of the truck and says, ‘Well, obviously 
you don’t need these.’ And I say, ‘What’s 
that. Jack?’ And he says, ‘Well, they’re 
the plans!’ See, they didn’t leave me any 
plans. We were just winging it the whole 


project. So he put them back in the truck 
and that was the end of the plans. We 
never did see them.” 

Luckily, Baker’s handyman skills and 
common sense proved up to the task, and 
two decades later, the Elk Cabin is still as 
sturdy and charming as ever. Made of lo- 
cally harvested and hewn timbers, it’s 
truly the quintessential log cabin. Simply 
outfitted, the rustic furnishings and spare 
decorations let the warm wood of the in- 
terior speak for itself Quilts and blankets 
abound, inviting cozy relaxation. Tucked 
into the trees, it’s a secluded hideaway that 
boasts a beautiful, meticulously built fire- 
place, an old-fashioned claw-foot tub, and a 
comfy porch overlooking cherry orchards. 

“The fireplace was built by an older 
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A CHINK 
IN TIME 

PART OF THE APPEAL of a true log cabin is timelessness of the 
design. Very little about the technology of log-home building has 
changed over the centuries, and although the introduction of things 
like cranes and power tools have hastened the process, the basic 
rules still apply. 

One of the most iconic and distinctive attributes of the log cabin 
is the presence of chinking and daubing, which creates the horizon- 
tal white stripes that are apparent between each log. While stylistic 
choices for the application of chinking and daubing vary, the purpose 
is always the same: to provide the final seal between indoors and out- 
doors and to keep pesky things like wind, rain, and mice at bay. 

The two-part process consists first of the chinking, which is a 
bulkier material used to fill the space between logs. Traditionally, build- 
ers used whatever they had handy, from wood scraps to rocks, which 
they held in place with a softer material, such as clay or moss. Once 
the chinking is established, the daubing - a rough clay-based mixture 
- is troweled into the space and smoothed flat to hold everything in 
place and provide the final barrier against the elements. 


With an efficient kitchen, 
utilitarian furnishings, 
and a tiny footprint, j 
simplicity rules the 
day at the 
Hannas' 
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ABOVE: Locally harvested 
timbers make up the majority 
of the Hanna cabin. 

TOP LEFT: While many celebrities 
prefer fancy accommodations, 
the Hannas are content with the 
basics: a loft bedroom, a log bed 
frame, and a forest view. 

TOP RIGHT: A claw-foot tub high- 
lights the historic feel of the cabin. 


stonemason, who has since passed on. 
And if you looked at his work next to 
the younger guys, there was no com- 
parison,” says Baker. “It took him a 
while. I don’t know how many months, 
actually. But it turned out really neat. 
It’s not very big, but it has so much 
character.” 

Why Montana? 

So why would a globetrotter like Jack 
Hanna build his retirement home in 
Montana, anyway? “I’ve traveled the 
world - South America, Africa, Austra- 
lia,” says Hanna. “But the reason we chose 
Montana is very simple: I love the people, 
I love the climate - all four seasons of the 
year - and more than anything, my wife 
and I love hiking. There’s no better place 
in the world to go hiking than Glacier Na- 
tional Park.” 

He goes on to site other attributes of 
the area that have earned his affection as 
well, in particular, the proximity to Flat- 
head Lake, and the plethora of wildlife 
that frequents his property. “We’ve had 
elk, moose, wolf, black bears, mountain 
lions, and there’s been a bald eagle nest 


there for the past three years,” he says. 
And, even though he’s made a living 
amongst animals and the natural world, 
he also appreciates the trappings of 
civilization. “We’re near this beautiful 
little village, but we’re also pretty close 
to Kalispell, which has a great hospital. 
You come out of the wilderness, and it 
feels like the big city. You can’t ask for 
anything more, way up in the corner of 
Montana.” 

He admits that some of his friends 
are a little baffled by his penchant for 
the place, especially since he’s been re- 
turning to the state, year after year, for 
decades. But he remains unfazed. “They 
ask me, ‘Gosh, what do you do out there? 
It’s the middle of nowhere!’ ” he says. 
“But you know. I’ve been going out there 
since 1984. That’s 30 years, and I’ve still 
only done 10% of the things I want to do. 
There’s so much more. Montana takes a 
lifetime to discover, and that’s what I 
intend to do.” cl 

Melissa Mylchreest is based in Western 
Montana. When she's not writing, she 
spends as much time as possible outside. 
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Photo courtesyjackhanna.com 



ALWAYS AN 
ANIMAL 
AMBASSADOR 


JACK HANNA, also known as "Jungle Jack" is a re- 
nowned wildlife expert, TV personality, and director emeri- 
tus of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. He's best known 
for his TV show, "Jack Hanna's Into the Wild," as well as 
his many appearances on "Good Morning America" and 
the "Late Show with David Letterman," accompanied over 
the years by a veritable menagerie of bears, tigers, skunks, 
lizards, primates big and small, and birds of all kinds, from 
penguins to ostriches. 

He was born and raised on a farm in Tennessee, and 
refers to his Montana property as a farm, where they 
have chickens, cows and goats - but only in the summer. 
"Because we're not there year-round, we rent the animals. 
The grandkids love it. They pet the cows and play with the 
goats. Did you know you can rent 8 chickens for $50 for 
the summer?" 

Jack and his wife Suzi spend much of their year travel- 
ing the world, and much of Hanna's time is devoted to giv- 
ing talks and advocating for wildlife and conservation. They 
have three children and several grandchildren, and enjoy 
gathering the whole family in Montana whenever possible. 


MORE ONLINE 

To read more about Jack and Suzi Hanna, 

go to jackhanna.com. 



UPPER LEVEL 




Built: 1996 


Location: 

Northwest 

Montana 


Square feet: 

700 


Bedrooms: i, loft 


Baths: i 
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THE TIMELESS 
LOOK OF TIMBERS 

A primer on timber home design & style by Charles bevier 


I f you’re drawn to the great timbers 
found in the soaring spaces of old 
bridges, barns and churches, then 
you may want to incorporate this 
type of building in your dream cabin. 

Called “timber frame” or “post-and- 
beam,” this form of construction offers 
an aesthetic appeal that can be achieved 
with no other building system. Soaring 
cathedral ceilings, the warmth and stur- 
diness of exposed timbers, and energy 
efficiency are combined with Old World 
craftsmanship. 

The style itself is a timeless architec- 
tural form anchored in antiquity. Howev- 
er, the exposed posts and beams distinctly 
express 21st-century elegance. It’s an in- 
tricate web of parts that both support and 


beautify a cabin - every piece is as neces- 
sary to the structure as it is to the style. 

“Timber-frame cabin owners are a lit- 
tle different,” says Chris Wood of Hearth- 
stone Homes in Dandridge, Tenn., which 
has been crafting these homes since 1971. 
“They want to leave their mark and pass 
down through the generations a cabin 
that’s an expression of their creativity.” 

Brought to North America by Euro- 
pean timberwrights in the 1700s, timber 
frames that went into many New England 
homes, churches, taverns and courthouses 
have life spans that are measured in cen- 
turies. It is a remarkable achievement 
considering the artisans who built these 
frames did so without nails, screws or 
power tools. 


In the early 1900s, with the advent 
of steel and lumber mills, the skills that 
went into traditional timber framing 
were almost lost, recalls Tom Holmes, 
owner and founder of Glenville Timber- 
wrights in Baraboo, Wis., which has been 
building timber-frame homes and cabins 
for 31 years. 

He credits Tedd Benson’s 1981 book 
“Building the Timber Frame House: The 
Revival of a Forgotten Art” for changing 
his life’s path. 

“When we first started, not many peo- 
ple understood what timber frames were,” 
Holmes recalls. “But with a push for more 
open, airy spaces in homes, timber frames 
by their very nature are perfect for that in- 
terior application.” 
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Photo by Roger Wade, courtesy Hearthstone 
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OPPOSITE: Timbers at the entry and side porch of this lakeside cabin 
hint at the framing inside. ABOVE LEFT: Posts can help define spaces in 
a cabin's interior; without the need for partition walls. ABOVE: A king 
post truss supports the roof of an entry porch. LEFT: A timber frame is 
raised and ready to be enclosed with exterior walls. 


How to talk timber 

Today’s timber cabins rarely come from 
the same mold. Designs run the gamut 
from traditional and classic to rustic or 
contemporary - and sometimes a mix 
of styles. It’s this plethora of design op- 
tions that can leave many newcomers 
to the industry bewildered, wandering 
through a forest of references to tim- 
bers, logs, posts and beams. Here’s how 
to talk timber and describe what you 
want in your dream cabin. 

The same difference: Traditional 
stick-built construction uses a skeleton of 
2x4 or 2x6 studs hidden beneath drywall 
to frame the home. In engineering terms, 
this is a “distributed-load” structure. In 
contrast, timber-frame and post-and- 
beam cabins are “point-load” structures, 
where a few brawny horizontal and verti- 
cal beams carry all the weight of the roof 
and walls. 

Timber frame: This construction 


style is ages old, and evolved before the 
use of nails or screws. Carried on today, 
skilled craftspeople join timbers by mor- 
tise (wooden hole) and tenon (wooden 
tongue) . The joints are typically drawn to- 
gether with wood pegs. The frame “skel- 
eton” of a cabin allows for open floor plans 
and cathedral ceilings. 

Post and beam: While this type of 
construction results in the same kind of 
open floor plans as with timber framing, 
post-and-beam frames have metal fas- 
teners between timbers instead of carved 
wooden joinery. These fasteners can in- 
clude plates, screws and through-bolts. 

A bit of both: If you’re building in an 
environment prone to hurricanes, earth- 
quakes or heavy snow and wind loads, lo- 
cal building codes may require steel-plate 
reinforcements. But your timber-frame 
producer can either hide these details be- 
hind trim or come up with color schemes 
that help them blend in. 


What they aren’t: Conventional 
builders may want to talk home buyers 
seeking a timber-frame look into using 
steel trusses and then boxing them in with 
wood millwork. Timberwrights dismiss 
this as “trimber framing.” 

Topped by trusses: Both post-and- 
beam and timber-frame cabins use tim- 
ber trusses as focal points that draw at- 
tention upward. Trusses carry the weight 
of a second floor or roof system to the 
walls without any support from below 
(unless it’s for decorative purposes only). 
Trusses and their individual components 
go by dozens of names and configura- 
tions (see sidebar for details). 

Enclosing the frame 

By far the most popular method for en- 
closing timber frames is structural insu- 
lated panels or SIPs. The panels consist 
of an insulating foam core sandwiched 
between two structural facings, typically 
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Heavy timber posts and beams 
are fastened with metal plates 
outside this home. The main truss 
is echoed by timber braces above 
the second floor balcony roof. 


oriented strand board (OSB). 

SIPs are popular in timber-frame cab- 
ins because the panels can be quickly fas- 
tened to the frame and they offer unsur- 
passed energy efficiency, reducing heating 
and cooling costs by as much as 60% over 
stud-frame construction. 

“It s a great way to maintain thermal 
efficiency and enclose the home quickly,” 
explains Jeff Davis with Davis Frame Co. 
in Claremont, N.H., which specializes in 
hybrid designs. “It’s also smart considering 
heating and cooling costs are on the rise.” 

Some post-and-beam producers en- 
close their cabins with panelized wall sec- 
tions that are constructed in a facility and 
shipped to the site with windows and doors 
already in place. This system cuts down on 
waste and shaves time off construction. 

How to buy and build 

Timber-frame producers typically design 
and build your frame at their facility. They 
then disassemble the frame, transport it 
to your building site and erect it using a 


crane, usually in a day or two. Some pro- 
ducers will also provide the enclosure 
system to create a weather-tight envelope 
and leave remaining construction to other 
contractors who finish the interior and ex- 
terior. Other producers provide full turn- 
key construction. 

Some timber-home producers target 
a specific geographic market. Other pro- 
ducers offer their cabins nationwide or 
internationally through a network of au- 
thorized representatives who work with 
homebuyers in their local market. 

By way of example, Timberhaven Log 
Homes in Lewisburg, Penn., provides ev- 
erything to complete their post-and-beam 
homes from the sill seal to the roof system. 
“We try to make it as easy as possible for 
our builders and customers. The builder 
knows exactly what they are getting and it 
makes bidding a project that much easier,” 
says Timberhaven’s Lynda Tompkins. 

Hybrid designs 

More and more of today’s timber cabins 


combine conventional construction with 
timber-frame and log accents. Often called 
hybrid design, the homes typically have 
timbers in the public areas (great room, 
foyer, kitchen, dining area) and conven- 
tional stud framing or SIP construction in 
the remaining areas. Logs might be used 
on porches, decks or for exterior walls. 

Going hybrid can help homeowners 
afford other upgrades in fiooring, cabi- 
netry or countertops, explains Bonnie 
Pickartz of Goshen Timber Frames in 
Franklin, N.C. “It’s a matter of trade offs. 
With home costs rising, people are look- 
ing toward hybrids as a good mix of the 
reality of budget and the beauty of a tim- 
ber frame,” she says. 

Time frame for timbers 

If you already have land for your dream 
cabin, then expect to spend three to five 
months on design and another six to nine 
months on construction, depending on 
the size of the home and a host of other 
variables, timber producers say. 
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Photo courtesy Timberhaven Log Homes 


timber terminology 

BENTS: When trusses are joined to the vertical posts and horizontal beams, the 
assembly is called a bent. Bents are basically cross-sections of a timber frame. 

HORIZONTAL BEAMS: These include timber sills (the perimeter of floor sections 
upon which posts stand), girts (which span between posts), joists (uses to support 
floors), purlins (used between exterior posts or to tie roof sections together) and 
ridgepole (the horizontal apex of the roof system). 

TRUSSES: A triangle is the simplest form of truss (often used in small buildings). 
Adding a king post in the center of this triangle allows for a wider span. Queen 
post trusses, in contrast, look like a rectangle within the triangle. The hammerbeam 
is the most dramatic in appearance, used to span large interior spaces and is often 
featured in cathedrals. 



HAMMERBEAM KING POST QUEEN POST SCISSOR 

WITH STRUTS (MODIFIED) 


VERTICAL POSTS: Serving as the legs of the timber frame, their names include princi- 
pal posts (used at the corners) or king, queen, and crown posts - to name just a few. 
Each has a specific role to support other beams or trusses. For example, a samson post 
supports the intersection of four horizontal upper-story beams. A jowled post (also 
called a gunstock post) is fashioned from a whole tree turned upside down to utilize 
the natural flare of the trunk. 


If you’re still looking for land, then tar- 
get sloped lots, Wood advises. “That way, 
you can have a walk- out basement and 
have the timber frame on the main level.” 
Wood also advises building 12-foot side- 
walls in your basement, to provide more 
volume on that level. “You can use 2 feet of 
that to run all your HVAC and plumbing, 
leaving a 10-foot ceiling space.” 

What about costs? 

While it’s nearly impossible to general- 
ize costs nationwide, timber-frame or 
post-and-beam cabins are comparable in 
cost to other forms of custom construc- 
tion. Put another way, custom construc- 
tion is 15% to 20% more expensive than 
your local production or standard model 
cabin plan that offers few upgrades and no 
changes to a design. 

“A common question is, ‘How much 
do these homes cost per square foot’,” 
Wood says. “It’s difficult to forecast until 


you get through the design process. But 
an average cost would be around $250 per 
square foot.” 

Other timber-home producers say 
finished cabins can cost as low as $130 a 
square foot for modest amenities to $400 
or more per square foot for more luxuri- 
ous appointments. 

Hybrid designs can save buyers rough- 
ly $10 to $15 a square foot or 5% to 10% 
over a cabin that uses a full timber frame 
or post and beam throughout. 

Rarely is the choice between going full 
frame or hybrid based solely on aesthetic 
or design considerations. Wood explains. 
“It usually comes down to cost. That’s why 
we sell a lot of hybrid designs.” cl 

Charles is a recovering journalist who stum- 
bled into the log and timber home industry 
and then spent more than two decades writing 
about them. So long, in fact, if he didntlive in 
a log or timber home, he d lie and say he does. 



ABSOLUTELY 
THE FrNEST ROOF 
SYSTEM value! 


FASTER 


LU.. 


^SMARTER 


FOREVER 


Lrfefrm# 

Saving^ ^ 

Complete Structured 
Panel (SIP) Systems for ^ 

Timber Frame Sc CartveeTtonal 
Cortstrucflon 


Contoct os ^'^arn rntsce 
ISiP" a. INTEGROOVE ‘ 

Tongue & Groove Roof 
Systems 


Co// fodoy /or o free in form off on 
pocfcef and DVD; and a no cost 
esfimafe of yovr pfens. 


L lEIAiGILIEI 

PANEL SYSTEMS. INC 


800.643.3786 

www.eogf0pone1systtms.com 
30 1 «s i@fla gl opo mslsys ( sms. com ^^Yean 


cabinlivingmag.com 37 




storV BY RAE Hamilton pi0^SBY%mi 


A. LONG 



14 



B9H 






ij 




i' - '■■■ ■ ^:;J1 


ifcM 


L . 

f - 


B L. 




1 $ J 

4 

%‘r ~ 

^ ■*/* Vi '' 


y TT''-'^'^ 


®k ■ 

T R'JUL if^ M 


1 -:v 1 1 


hCT^k. *■• * • ^ 


H ' V LI 


sl|nfH|L ~ 


~ »-. 




k ^ 


m 


' X 


*J^ 

Ss- * 


^ >\ 

:ac-'« ;Vi 


j 

^-L -i 

m 










Jim and Lani Gifford nestled their cabin among the. 
trees overlooking their lake to make it appear as if 
it had been there for ages. They didn't leave much 
to chance. "We probably planted more trees than 
we took down," says Jim. Local cedars support 
the roof over the entrance. They were harvested 
in the winter when there is little sap in the logs. 

A large steel knife set in each log's concrete base 
goes through the boulder and into the log to help 
it withstand seismic shocks. 









ABOVE: Ranch manager Jim 
Boyd and his dog. Zip, haul in a 
Christmas tree for the great room. 
(A 10-foot-plus span of windows 
serves as a great focal point for 
such a decoration.) 

RIGHT: Century-plus-old logs were 
reclaimed from the Stimson Dam 
for the cabin. The Giffords and 
the builder decided the logs made 
such a dramatic statement that 
the corners should not be dove- 
tailed, as originally planned, but 
saddle-notched. 
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Reclaimed materials permeate the 
kitchen and dining area. The dining 
set comprises a restored Virginia farm 
table and new chairs. The floors were 
made from corral planks taken from 
eastern Montana, which is much more 
arid than the western part of the state 
and, therefore, kinder to old wood. 
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M iami native Jim Gifford, 
his wife, Lani, and their 
three young children 
first visited Montana in 
2000, not knowing that the trip would 
soon change their lives. 

“I had the stereotypical view of 
the West gained from watching televi- 
sion and going to the movies,” Jim says. 
“Montana was a revelation. It opened our 
eyes to another world. And eventually it 
made me want to provide my family with 
an alternative to bright and shiny city 
life, shopping malls and video games.” 

The Giffords bought a parcel of land 
with a private lake and a view of Hol- 
land Peak, the highest point in the Swan 
Mountain Range. When Jim and Lani 
considered where to site the cabin, they 
gave a great deal of thought not only to 
the lay of the land but to how the cabin 
would fit in with the rich tradition in that 
part of Montana. 

“I have a deep appreciation of his- 
tory,” says Jim. “I wanted our cabin to 
blend in with the history of this region 
- to look, in fact, like it had been here 100 
years.” 

Jim selected Bigfork, Montana-based 
Bigfork Builders to build his dream cab- 
in. “The people at Bigfork understood 
my tastes, as did all the professionals 
working on the project,” he notes. “We 
were lucky to be working with a crew that 
loved what they did and did what they 
loved very well.” 

Brad Reedstrom, one of the found- 
ers of Bigfork Builders, figured the best 
way to comply with the Giffords’ wishes 
would be to actually work with 100-year- 
old wood. He turned to Wild Wood Ec- 
centrics’ proprietor JL Halverstadt for 
help. Halverstadt found logs recovered 
from the Stimson Dam, built in 1886 
on the Blackfoot River of “A River Runs 
Through It” fame. 

“The dam was an all-wood dam, 
attached with wrought-iron pins - a 


rarity,” says Halverstadt, a former log- 
ger. “Most of the wood is ponderosa 
pine. It has ferris staining, giving it a 
spectacular bluish-black tone. Knots 
stick up from the wood a whole inch or 
an inch-and-a-quarter.” 

“The raised grain screamed ‘really 
old,’” states the builder. “Our original 
plan was to dovetail the logs at the cor- 
ners, but we decided it would be a dis- 
service to the wood. We saddle-notched 
the corners and left the ends exposed.” 
The interior of the house also comprises 
natural or reclaimed materials, such as 
surface stones, barn wood and corral 
planks. 

The use of such local materials fac- 
tored well into the cabin’s Gold-Level cer- 
tification under the National Association 
of Home Builders’ (NAHB) Green Build- 
ing Standard program. “Our approach 
was fairly straightforward,” the builder 
explains. “We wanted a tight building. 
We put 2 inches of foam on the inside of 
the logs and fastened the interior walls to 
the logs through the foam. It’s an energy- 
efficient structure, trapping cool air in 
the summer and warm air in the winter.” 

The Giffords use their cabin chiefly 
during the warmer months. “We do a 
lot of entertaining in the summer,” says 
Lani. “Our friends and family love it. 
They can do things they’ve never done 
before. We regularly celebrate July the 
Fourth at the cabin. We hike, ride horse- 
back and swim in the lake. As we tell our 
friends, Montana is not a place to see - 
it’s a place to do.” 

Christmases provide an opportunity 
to partake in some less-frequent activi- 
ties for the family. “That’s a different ex- 
perience for Floridians,” says Jim. “Items 
on the to-do list in the winter include 
skiing, snowmobiling and snowshoe hik- 
ing.” Not to mention gazing at the snow- 
covered, isolated splendor of ancient 
Holland Peak from the warmth of their 
not-so-new cabin, cl 
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OPPOSITE: This daybed in the great 
room is from Old Hickory Tannnery, 
ohtfurniture.com. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: ■ The 
white pedestal sink contrasts rustic, 
reclaimed material. ■ Complementary 
stone and wood bring nature in. 

■ Hooks in the entry way help keep 
things organized. ■ Wintertime at 
the Giffords' cabin is playtime - for 
everyone. ■ Would a Montana cabin 
Christmas tree be complete without 
a cowgirl ornament? ■ Small glass 
tiles in this backsplash bring a con- 
temporary touch, while still being a 
natural material. ■ The columns at the 
entrance help ensure that the cabin 
blends into the surrounding forest. 
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APPEALING PEELS. In a rustic home in Montana's Yellow- 
stone Club, great slabs of rock serve as stairs that wrap 
around a rugged fireplace. Overhead, skip-peeled log 
beams highlight the contrasting colors of the logs' layers, 
Branchy stair railings add to the woodsy charm, which 
is reinforced by distressed barnwood paneling applied 
vertically to the exterior wall. 


Architect/builder: Faure-Halvorsen Architects, 
faurehalvorsen.com/Teton Heritage Builders, 
tetonheritagebuilders.com 
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ADD LIFE TO YOUR CABIN WITH ORGANIC TOUCHES "by JANICE BREWSTER 


I f a love of the outdoors 
inspires you to build a 
cabin, why not let Mother 
Nature be your decora- 
tor, too? Bring natural elements 
in all their imperfect glory 


into your cabin, and you'll add 
warmth and authenticity to 
your surroundings. The gentle 
curves of organic materials can 
soften the hard edges of manu 
factured finishes and make 


a cabin truly unique. As you 
design or decorate your cabin, 
consider adding logs, branches, 
twigs, stone - even antlers - to 
the mix, and watch your home's 
personality blossom. 






POSTED (left). Glossy 
stone flooring con- 
veys a natural look 
in the lower-level 
recreation room of 
this home, where 
naturally flared log 
posts provide a forest 
feel. The posts are 
peeled to reveal the 
wood's rich color. 
Stone accents the 
walls and bar, and 
the natural log shape 
is echoed in the base 
of the pool table. 

Designer/architect: 
Anna Laird/Destree 
Design Architects, 
destreearch 
itects.com 


INTO THE WOODS 

(right). Flared 
Western red cedar 
trees with their 
bark intact frame 
a fixed pane of 
glass to invite the 
outdoors right into 
this Keystone, Colo., 
home. A low stone 
wall keeps the view 
unobstructed while 
adding another 
measure of texture 
to this scene 
overlooking the 
Snake River. 

Architect: Design 
Works Develop- 
ment, designworks 
development.com 



PORCH ROCKER (above). A home on New Hamp- 
shire's Lake Winnipesaukee was designed to take 
full advantage of its site and be energy-efficient to 
save natural resources. A large boulder brought in 
from nearby serves as a post base - defining right 
at the front door that this is an earth-friendly home. 
A wood pergola on full-log posts contrasts with the 
crisp colors of the home and garage. 


Architect: Whitten Architects, whittenarchitects.com 
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Photos by Scott Amundson Photography 




Right & inset: Photos by Tom Stock Studios 
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FOREST FINDS. 

Natural touches 
abound on the 
stair landing of 
this Adirondack- 
style home and 
blend smooth 
textures with 
rough. Birch bark 
lines the walls 
above wood 
wainscoting. 
Branches act as 
stair railings and 
mica with the im- 
print of ferns ac- 
cents the pendant 
light fixtures. A 
dresser decorated 
with intricate 
twig work is seen 
through the bed- 
room door. 

BRANCHING OUT 

(inset). Stone 
floors ground 
the entry to 
this rustic but 
elegant upstate 
New York home, 
while the stair- 
way echoes the 
woods outdoors. 
Instead of tradi- 
tional balusters, 
branches weave 
together to form 
eye-catching rail- 
ings in authentic 
Adirondack style. 
Logs with their 
bark intact out- 
line the space as 
stout posts 
and beams. 

Design/builder: 
Elizabeth Guest 
Interiors LLC, 
elizabethguest 
interiors.com 
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MATTERS OF THE HEARTH (above, left). Flanking a field- 
stone fireplace, papery white birch branches contrast 
with the honey tones of the wood walls and give this 
seating area the feel of a peaceful forest glade. Natural 
materials extend to the furniture, with a pair of chairs 
and a footstool crafted from bent willow branches. 

Designer: Indeed Decor, indeeddecor.com 


DABBLE IN PEBBLES (left). 
Pebble tile under the 
claw-foot tub and on the 
floor of the shower brings 
natural texture to this sleek 
master bath in Calgary, Brit- 
ish Columbia. Wide wood 
trim around the corner win- 
dows frames a forest view 
and adds another natural 
tone to the neutral space. 
The floor tile is designed to 
mimic wood grain. 

Designer: Chinnick & Co., 
chinnick.ca 


PUT TOGETHER (above). 

A mix of natural materials 
creates a beautiful vanity 
area in this bath. Organic 
stone vessel sinks sit atop a 
rugged wood table. Pebble 
tiles complement the 
stone table lamps. Above 
the backsplash, birch bark 
frames the mirrors and an 
antler light fixture casts a 
warm glow, cl 

Designer: Marie Meko, Al- 
lied ASID, Gabberts Design 
Studio, gabberts.com. 
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Find everything you need to 
build your dream wood home 
— all under one roof! 


ASHEVILLE, NC 
November 6-8 

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA 
November 13-15 

KNOXVILLE, TN 
January 8-10, 2016 


ATLANTA, GA 
March 4-6, 2016 

DALLAS, TX 
March 18-19, 2016 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
April 1-2, 2016 

HARRISBURG, PA 
April 8-10, 2016 

LOUISVILLE, KY 
April 15-17, 2016 

LAKE GEORGE, NY 
May 13-15, 2016 
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■ HOME SHOW 


COLUMBUS, OH 
January 29-31, 2016 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
February 19-21, 2016 


MARLBOROUGH, MA 
February 19-21, 2016 


Visit www.LogHome.com/shows or 
call 800 - 782-1253 for current locations, 
times & special offers. 


workshops. 

Leam the ins and outs of creating 
a custom wood home by attend- 
ing the dozens of workshops 
available each weekend at our 
shows. From financial planning to 
design concepts to building mate- 
rials, experts will educate you on 
the entire process to better pre- 
pare you for the journey ahead. 

demonstrations. 


research. 

You have questions; we have 
answers. From available design 
options to finishing elements 
to building concepts, gather all 
the important information you 
need to make the best decisions 
for your dream home by ask- 
ing the experts on hand at 
each booth. 


connections. 



facebook.com/TheLogandTimberHomeShow 



twitter.com/LogTimberShow 


Schedule subject to change without notice. 

Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information. 


If a picture is worth a thousand 
words, then a demonstration of 
how various custom wood homes 
come together must be invaluable. 
See veteran builders erect model 
timber frames and log corners to 
understand how different systems 
evolve into the dream homes you 
see in magazines. 


Nowhere else will you have the 
opportunity to interact with 
multiple company representa- 
tives in one setting. The people 
you meet will play a crucial 
role in what materials provider 
you choose and who you opt to 
work with, so start establishing 
those connections today. 
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Winter wonderland: 
Draped in snow, this 
weekend getaway is 
warm and inviting. The 
new front porch sports a 
gabled roof with post-and- 
lintel supports. Arched 
brackets below the lintel 
mimic the arch-top door. 


A Wisconsin retreat is 
seamlessly expanded & updated 

STORY & PHOTOS BY STEVE UMLAND 
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Warm wood tones line the walls, floor and ceiling 
in the original living room. Front windows offer 
a view of the lake. The locally quarried stone 
fireplace and ample seating create a cozy setting 
where the family can spend quality time. Jim's 
old piano has an important place in this room. 
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R unamuk Roost is truly a spe- 
cial place. This northwoods 
gem is tucked away in the 
heart of unspoiled forests in 
northern Wisconsin’s Sawyer County. 
Drive down its curved driveway and shed 
the burdens of a long workweek. Cabin 
owners Jim and Joan spend time fishing 
and boating on Durphee Lake, or just 
sitting on the cabin’s back deck enjoying 
the fire pit and spectacular sunsets across 
the lake. 

Knowing I like log construction, a 
close friend introduced me to Jim and 
Joan and their Runamuk Roost, which 
happens to be within a few miles of my 
own log cabin. 


History 

Jim and Joan’s place was built in the mid- 
1960s by Dale Scidmore, a carpenter 
from nearby Stone Lake, Wis. The cabin 
was built with solid handcrafted logs, 
while the stone for the foundation and 
fireplace came from a local quarry locat- 
ed just a few miles from the property. The 
wood fioors were reclaimed from a fac- 
tory in Boston and date back 150 years. 
They were laid in the 19-century manner 
by local craftsmen. 

Like most cabins of its era, the origi- 
nal cabin was small, consisting of a nice 
cozy living room that fiowed into a small 
kitchen, two small bedrooms, and a 
tiny bathroom. 


Fast forward to 1996. Jim’s parents, 
Don and Sue, who had owned numer- 
ous North Woods properties, owned 
a cabin on Sawyer County’s Lac Courte 
Oreilles. They eventually grew weary of 
the crowds and noise on the big lake, 
so they started driving around in the 
afternoons and lucked upon Runamuck, 
which didn’t even have a For Sale 
sign at the time. They saw the cabin’s 
charm, fell in love with the location, and 
made an offer to buy Runamuk Roost. 
Offer accepted. 

Not long after, Don and Sue added 
onto the cabin. The renovation consisted 
of adding a master bedroom and bath- 
room, updating the original very small 
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BELOW: An interior window separating the breakfast nook 
from the entry allows plenty of light to filter inside. 

RIGHT: The new light-filled galley-style kitchen invites a 
crowd, with seating at both the island and the nearby 
breakfast nook. The kitchen flows easily to the original 
living room and to the added-on three-season porch. 



bathroom, and expanding the living 
space on the cabin’s north side adjacent 
to the original fireplace. 

Determined not to change the origi- 
nal feel of their dream cabin, Don and 
Sue worked diligently to ensure that the 
addition would blend seamlessly with 
the handcrafted log cabin’s original con- 
struction and features. 

In the end, the heritage and charm 
that they fell in love with when they 
bought the place was maintained, and 
their family started creating memories at 
the lake. Don and Sue accomplished their 
goal in spades. Little did they know they 
were establishing a blueprint of things 
to come. 

Round two 

In 2000, Don and Sue sold the cabin to 
Jim and Joan. Seven years later, the new 
owners realized their family was out- 


growing the 1,000-square-foot addition 
that was done in 1996. 

Many cabin owners reach this point 
when they’ve outgrown their cabin and 
ponder: Renovate or rebuild? It is often 
easier, and certainly cheaper, in today’s 
world to scrape and build new. Joan and 
Jim would never have considered the easi- 
er route. So in 2008, it was time to expand 
the cabin again with the hope that the 
new addition would carry on the legacy of 
preserving heritage and charm that was 
set by Don and Sue. 

Joan shared a vision with Jim that they 
could enlarge the footprint without ruin- 
ing the trees and yard and build more up 
than out. Jim was skeptical, even though 
he knew Joan was talented at such things. 
As a result, the couple consulted an ar- 
chitect, Gary Nelson of Nelson Lumber 
in Hayward, Wis., who demonstrated 
Joan’s vision was feasible using numerous 


MORE 

ONLINE 



drawings. At this point, Jim bought in. 

The couple searched out locally har- 
vested lumber closely matching the origi- 
nal structure’s look and feel. Local crafts- 
man were used who had the knowledge 
and experience to pull off what they knew 
was a labor of love. They matched the 
original woodwork’s stains and varnish. 
Scrape it and start over? That was never 
an option! 

New layout 

The renovation called for remaking the 
front of the cabin. Initially, you walk 
through the new front door and enter the 
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foyer. Turn left and you’ll find the new 
kitchen area or turn right and climb the 
new stairway. 

The new modern kitchen has ample 
seating: A beautiful breakfast nook with 
built-in benches is tucked beside the front 
entryway, and a center island has bar- 
stool seating overlooking the cooktop. 

The stairway leads to a TV landing 
where a built-in cabinet is filled with 
games for kids of all ages. At the top of the 
stairs, you turn to the right and find two 
new bedrooms, both with views of the 
great outdoors. 

The new bedroom overlooking the 


lake is set apart from the rest of the cabin. 
It has an airy French Country feel with 
built-in wardrobes, a bench under the 
picture window, and a light whitewash on 
the walls. 

Between the two bedrooms is a new, 
third bathroom. It includes a very mod- 
ern cabin convenience: a stacked washer 
and dryer. 

Where old meets new 

A remarkable fact about the multiple 
renovations to Runamuk Roost: You can’t 
tell where old meets new, despite the add- 
ons. It took master-level craftsmanship to 




SAWYER COUNTY IS prime 
cabin country with 300,000 
acres of forest including the 
Chequamegon National Forest, 
plus numerous lakes and rivers. 
Durphee Lake is a quaint 198- 
acre lake with excellent fishing 
and spectacular sunsets tucked 
between two larger lakes. The 
area has all the amenities: re- 
sorts, restaurants, shopping, and 
beautiful unspoiled woods. Little 
has changed on this lake in the 
last 50 years. 
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White-washed walls and ceiling beams in one of the new second- 
floor bedrooms wraps the room in old-fashioned charm. 


Built: Mid-1960s 
Renovated: 1996 & 2008 

Location: 

Durphee Lake, Wis. 


Square feet: 

2,000 

Bedrooms: 5 
Baths: 3 


marry new handcrafted logs to old in seamless fashion. Not an 
easy project at all. 

And then there’s the interior. After I was told about Runamuk 
Roost’s history of additions, I was intrigued and looked through- 
out the interior structure to find the original footprint. Try as I 
might, I couldn’t detect the corners where the footprint was al- 
tered. I couldn’t find ceiling marks, often the easiest place to spot 
nail holes or discolored wood, where old met new. This is simply 
the best added- on design and renovation I have ever seen. 

Joan, who has always had a passion for interior design, cre- 
ated a charming northwoods cottage out of an old-heritage 
dark cabin. Antiques, like the 1905 piano purchased from the 
Catholic school Jim attended, and animal mounts with personal 
family stories attached, add layers of history and charm to this 
carefully crafted masterpiece. Jim likes to share that he actually 
learned to play on that very piano. A favorite item is the moose 
leg lamp made from a moose shot by Jim’s father. 

Hats off to these cabin owners 

It’s SO refreshing to find a family that wants to think outside 
the box: to renovate instead of rebuild; to see potential for add- 
ing what they need to a cabin, without losing the charm; to see 
past the numbers on a ledger and know that family heritage 
comes first. 

I challenge anyone, even a contractor or architect, to walk 
through Runamuk Roost and pick out exactly where it was add- 
ed onto, and what went where - back in the day. cl 

Steve Umland, a self- diagnosed “building nuf’ obsessed with any- 
thing log or wood related, lives in a full log home he designed and 
built himself on Lac Courte Oreilles in Sawyer County, Wis. 
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Space is limited. 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
loghome.com/university 
or call 800 - 782-1254 


In-depth, half-day course taught by knowledge- 
able log and timber construction experts 

The homebuilding process presented 
step-by-step: from design to move-in 

Jam-packed with insider tips that save 
you time and money 

— Calculate your budget 

— Find the best contractor 

— Discover ways to avoid 
common, costly mistakes 

— Unearth the secrets to making 
energy-efficiency pay off 


FREE Lifetime Alumni Pass 
to the Log & Timber Home Shows 

The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, 
which includes the Course Guide, a comprehensive 
textbook to guide you through the entire home- 
building process; Annual Buyer's Guide; continental 
breakfast or snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni Pass 
to the Log & Timber Home Shows. 


facebook.com/ 

TheLogandTimberHomeShow 

twitter.com/ 

LogTimberShow 


1 HL O 

LOG& 


TIMBER 

UNIVERSITY 


ASHEVILLE, NC 
November 6 or 7 

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA 
November 14 

KNOXVILLE, TN 
January 8 or 9, 2016 

COLUMBUS, OH 
January 29 or 30, 2016 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
February 19 or 20, 2016 

MARLBOROUGH, MA 
February 19 or 20, 2016 


ATLANTA, GA 
March 4 or 5, 2016 

DALLAS, TX 
March 18 or 19, 2016 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
April 1 or 2, 2016 

HARRISBURG, PA 
April 8 or 9, 2016 

LOUISVILLE, KY 
April 15 or 16, 2016 

LAKE GEORGE, NY 


May 13 or 14, 2016 

Visit Ioghome.com/university for updates. 

Schedule subject to change without notice. 

Check website for most accurate and up-to-date information. 




PASSING DOWN THE 

FAMILY CABIN 



Y our cabin is more than a piece 
of property, it is a place where 
memories are made. Wherever 
your cabin is located, it is a 
place to treasure the days of swimming, 
fishing, hiking, skiing, or just wiling away 
an afternoon. These moments spent with 
family and friends will be recounted time 
and time again at the family dinner table, 
a tradition your children, grandchildren, 
and great- great-grandchildren will con- 
tinue in the future. 

Preserving your cabin for future gen- 
erations requires forethought and plan- 
ning. While the cabin allows you to for- 
get about such everyday matters as taxes, 
mortgages, and future repairs, these are 
exactly the factors you should address so 
that your cabin can remain part of your 
family in the years to come. 

The high costs 
of cabin ownership 

Your investment in your cabin returns 
untold personal rewards. The lifetime of 
memories you earn is worth every dime 
you invest in buying and maintaining 
your vacation home. No doubt your chil- 
dren feel the same way. 

However, good intentions and deep 
love for the cabin will not pay the bank, 
the IRS, the insurance agent, and the 
contractor when the roof begins to leak. 
While forming your estate plan, be mind- 
ful of the financial obligations associated 
with owning the cabin. You can defray 
these costs through careful planning so 
your kids never have to worry whether 
they can afford the place. 

Forms of real 
property ownership 

In your heart, the family cabin belongs 
to your entire family. However, only the 
deed-holders are the true legal owners 
and the form of ownership affects their 
rights to the property. 

> TENANTS BY THE ENTIRETY 

Married couples typically hold real prop- 
erty as tenants by the entirety. Under this 



type of deed, you and your spouse are 
equal owners of your cabin so when one 
of you dies, the other will own the prop- 
erty. Many couples do not consider that 
the surviving spouse may remarry down 
the road. If the surviving spouse then dies 
or divorces, the future spouse may have a 
right to the cabin. 

> JOINT TENANTS WITH 
RIGHT OF SURVIVORSHIP 

As joint tenants with right of survivorship, 
two or more people have an undivided, 
100% interest in the property. When one 
owner dies, the other owners absorb the 
decedent’s interests. If you were to deed 
the property to two siblings as joint ten- 
ants, for example, the sibling to die first 
could not bequeath the cabin to her or his 
family, but instead the surviving sibling 
would acquire sole ownership. The cabin 
would pass down one line, instead of to 
your grandchildren and great-grandchil- 
dren as you might intend. 

> TENANTS IN COMMON 

Tenants in common own individual 
shares in the property, which may be of 
unequal size and can be transferred to 
third parties through sale or inheritance. 
The percentage owned by one child could 
be subject to a creditor’s lien if the child 
acquires a large debt, a circumstance that 
could put the property in jeopardy. Your 
child’s spouse could also lay claim to 
your child’s share of the cabin should she 
or he divorce. 

Benefits of putting your 
cabin & finances into trust 

A living trust - often referred to as an 
inter vivos trust - is an estate planning 
instrument that allows you to control the 
use, transfer, ownership, and funding of 
your cabin during your lifetime and upon 
your death. The trust, not you or your 
children, owns the cabin. 

The trustee manages the trust’s assets 
on behalf of the beneficiaries. You may 
act as both trustee and beneficiary. When 
you die, the remainder of the trust pass- 


es to the family members you named as 
beneficiaries to be managed by the person 
you named as trustee. This arrangement 
offers several advantages for you and your 
family, as outlined below. 

> PROTECTING YOUR CABIN 
FROM CREDITORS 

Because the trust owns the cabin rather 
than you, your creditors cannot attach 
liens to the property. At the time of your 
death, the cabin would not be considered 
part of your estate and would therefore 
not be subject to estate tax rules. Like- 
wise, your kids never own the property 
either, and can therefore avoid the risk of 
creditors’ liens in the future. 

> PAYING EXPENSES 

Your children may not be able to afford 
the mortgage payments, taxes, prop- 
erty insurance and upkeep on the cabin. 
Without financial resources, they might 
one day face the heartbreaking decision to 
sell the home they cherish. By depositing 
money into a trust, you can ensure that 
funds are available to cover the high costs 
of homeownership. 

> KEEPING THE PEACE 

When multiple families are involved, 
they might not agree with one another 
on the amount of maintenance and 
upgrades needed on the property and 
the division of responsibilities. Leaving 
these tough decisions to your children 
can place an unnecessary strain on their 
relationship. The trust account takes the 
money out of the equation so your chil- 
dren can enjoy the cabin without calcu- 
lating who owes what. 

> REDUCING TAXES 

Some types of trusts offer substantial in- 
come tax benefits. Money the trust earns 
on investments belongs to the trust, not 
to you personally, and so may not be con- 
sidered income. Your financial advisor or 
lawyer can counsel you on the appropri- 
ate trust formation that meets your estate 
planning and taxation goals. 


Paying off your mortgage 

A spouse or children who are not on your 
mortgage cannot automatically take over 
payments. Upon your death, the bank 
expects full payment if you are the only 
borrower. Do not assume that refinanc- 
ing is an option for your family. Lending 
requirements have become very strict. 
Banks insist that the borrower make a 
steady income, which maybe problematic 
for a retiree, regardless of her or his level 
of financial security. Your kids’ credit 
may be affected by student loans or mort- 
gages on their primary residences. 

Ideally, owning the cabin outright re- 
lieves your family of refinancing concerns. 
However, paying off the mortgage may 
not be the right option for you, especially 
if it would mean transferring funds from 
other stable or lucrative investments, such 
as your IRA or a stock portfolio earning 
higher returns than the interest you are 
accruing on your mortgage. Even if your 
estate is able to pay off the mortgage, your 
surviving spouse could be placed in the 
position of choosing between the cabin 
and other treasured assets or crucial in- 
come sources. 

One solution is to take out a life in- 
surance policy in the amount of your re- 
maining mortgage. The beneficiary can 
pay off the mortgage with the proceeds 
and the money is often tax-free. 

Your next step 

Because these matters are complex, it is 
important to retain a lawyer with knowl- 
edge about the estate laws of the state 
where you live and state in which the cab- 
in is located. No matter how healthy and 
young you are, it is never too soon to start 
planning for the future. With a well-con- 
sidered estate plan in place, you can con- 
fidently imagine your great-great-grand- 
children’s dinner conversation about how 
much fun they had at the cabin, cl 

Longtime contributor Sally Kane is an 
attorney, consultant, writer and cabin en- 
thusiast based in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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12 ideas for turning the 
stay-inside season into your 
best season at the cabin. 


BY LUCIE B. AMUNDSEN 


COUNTRY SCfNES 


The summer season is never long 
enough, so why not turn the off-season 
ON? The key to embracing winter at 
your cabin is having as many favorite 
activities for January as you do for 
July. And just like fun doings on sunshiny 
days, it all takes a bit of advanced planning. 


1 . Photo courtesy Rome Industries; 2. by fotolia.com/Viacheslav lakobchuk; 3. By staff; 
4. Courtesy Dover Publications; 5. By staff 






ACTIVITY LEVEL 


Let's start with the simplest to do. 

Take advantage of two of winter's attributes, darkness and chilly 
weather, and enjoy a fire. Either in an outdoor fire pit or flames 
in your wood stove, cooking becomes an adventure when using a pie 
iron, sandwich cooker, or pudgy pie maker. The possibilities of sweet and 
savory treats that come out of a pie iron are nearly endless. The most 
basic ingredients would be two slices of bread buttered on the outsides, 
then filled with your choice of jam or cheese and meat. But you can use 
anything from croissants with curry to biscuit mix and pie filling. Assemble 
your meal on one side, close the cooker and hold over the 
campfire for a few minutes, flip, and you've got our own ~ 

DIY turnover or pasty. 


Turn to page 65 for 

agriffingfecif ™ 

rtneapple-G>««t 

Ham. 


Try a read-aloud book session at the cabin 
starting with "The Long Winter," part of the 
"Little House on the Prairie" series. It will make every- 
one, young and old, appreciate the warm cabin as one 
reads about the great snows of 1880-1881 . These bliz- 
zards cut off a small South Dakota town from any supplies for 
months. The entire population's fate wrested with two young men who left 
the settlement for the open prairie in search of a mysterious wheat cache. 


As explained in idea #7 below, snow forts are a fun 
family activity. The snow fort shown above was actually 
a quinzee hut or snow cave built by experienced outdoors- 
woman Carol Johnson with help from her sons Loren 
(purple jacket) and Cole. A quinzee hut is a simple shelter 
made by hollowing out a big pile of snow. 

^ BONUS: Find many snow fort ideas and plans at 
^ pinterest.com/cabinjiving. 


ACTIVITY LEVEL 


Another culinary project with a big payoff begins with warming 
real maple syrup in a saucepan. When your candy thermometer 
reaches 235°, pour it over fresh, clean snow, and you've made a traditional 
maple taffy treat. Eat it fast before it turns back into syrup. I recommendd 
using Grade B syrup as it's much darker than Grade A Medium Amber, a 
little thicker, and lends a stronger flavor for this memory-making dessert. 
(Grade B can be pricey; feel free to substitute Grade A Dark Amber.) 


B The quiet cabin may be the perfect location to get in on the 
latest relaxation trend: adult coloring books. Yes, seriously! 
With hundreds of books featuring everything from patterns such as 
paisleys and decorative scrollwork to animals for color embellishment, 
there's respite for everyone's over-stimulated mind. So, channel your 
inner Van Gogh, choose a topic you enjoy, and color up a storm inside 
the comfort of your cabin. 


Now that you're all warm and cozy, it's time to go out- 
doors. Once you have your gear figured out (see sidebar, 
next page), the biggest hurdle to getting outside is a 
mental one. Often the thought of being cold and uncom- 
fortable far exceeds the reality. And like getting into a 
cold lake or river, there's no other way than to plunge 
right in! It will bring more meaning to your season and a 
ccording to some studies, enrich your mental and physical 
health, too. 


Of course, winter doesn't mean the end of grilling season. All the 
same recipes you use in the summer are fair game for chilly nights. 
Allow more time for the grill to heat up and once your dinner is inside, 
resist the urge to open the cover. And because the sun sets earlier, a grill- 
side lamp or headlamp may be in order for the grill master. 


Adults may enjoy reading essays to one another, and it's an activ- 
ity they can surely finish and still have time to discuss before the 
fire dies down. The New York Times offers short and often hilarious pieces 
from their weekly "Great Lives" column from the Sunday magazine. See 
topics.nytimes.com/top/features/magazine/columns/lives/index.html 


n if your cabin is in snow country, building a snow fort is 
a great group activity. Snow forts are not just for kids 
(and adult supervision adds safety anyway). When illuminated 
from within using low-powered LED lights, a fort can make a 
magical seasonal display to enjoy all winter long. Start by map- 
ping out your structure using a stick to draw in the snow. From 
there, you can make snow bricks with plastic containers, cool- 
ers, or bread pans. Like real masons, be sure to stagger your 
bricks over each other as you move up the wall for additional 
strength. Pouring water down the sides of your structure will 
ice it over for lasting power. 
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g Although the trails 
may not display 
leaves or wild flowers this 
time of year, hiking is a 
four-season sport. One 
advantage to diving into 
the winter woods is the 
windbreak. Stepping off 
an exposed field or lake 
and into the sheltering 
trees can turn a 20-degree 
day into an occasion to 
take off your scarf and 
gloves. But to experience 
that kind of warmth, you 
must be trekking at a 
good clip. Slip on a pair of 
traction cleats - like Yak- 
trax for moderate terrain 
or Kahtoola Microspikes 
for a more aggressive trail 
of packed snow or ice - 
and you can confidently 
move at a warming pace. 


g However, if you've expe- 
rienced significant snow 
accumulation, you may need 
to distribute your weight with 
snowshoes to keep from breaking 
through. Considering the only skill 
needed to snowshoe is walking, 
it's a great activity for the whole 
family. It burns up to 45% more 
calories than walking, so is health- 


ful on many levels. 

The extra effort you invest 
by getting out in winter is often 
rewarded with quiet, uncrowded 
trails. Snow also showcases critter 
tracks, as well as other evidence 
of wildlife. And if you enjoy hik- 
ing in the height of summer, the 
sparse look of winter scenery 
can offer a lovely contrast. 


p * ^ 

^ * 4 * ■ ■# 

i 


... 


Left: Photo by Tubbs Snowshoes; Above: Courtesy flicker.com/PhotoBobil 




ACTIVITY LEVEL 1 

exirem 


gearing up 


AS EXPLORER SIR RANULPH FIENNES is 

often quoted, "There's no such thing as bad 
weather, only inappropriate clothing." 

The proper gear can make your outdoor 
winter adventures far more successful 
and pleasurable. Try these tips: 


• Invest in a loose-fitting wicking layer 
for your upper body, as well as long 
Johns. The extra room will trap insulat- 
ing pockets of air to keep you warmer, 
and unlike cotton, the material will 
wick sweat away from your body. Fol- 
low that with a fleece layer, top with a 
jacket that breaks the wind, and you're 
nearly outdoor ready. 


• And there's no shame in using hand and feet warmers to 
keep your outdoor edge! Either the homemade variety (a small 
microwaveable sack of rice) or the disposable kind available 
in bulk from warehouse stores or online, these little pocket 
furnaces, tucked in ski boots or under a hat, are a cheap way 
to get more fun out of your winter. 


• Cold hands can limit out- 
door fun so bring a couple 
pairs of gloves (put the 
spare in a pocket against 
your body - when the first 
pair gets wet, you'll be happy to 
put on warm, dry ones). For com- 
fortable toes, look for socks made 
with some merino wool. 

They'll keep their insulating value 
even when damp. 


For the more adventuresome with a canine companion, 
skijoring may just be the excitement your winter needs. 

An import from Norway, this sport is no more than a person on 
skis being pulled by a dog. 

It requires a belt with leg holes for the skier, akin to a climb- 
er's harness, outfitted with some quick-release levers for safety. 

This attaches to a shock-absorbing line, approximately 8 feet long, then 
hitches to your dog's special harness. Skiers employ either a traditional 
cross-country stride or a side-to-side ski skate technique. Full kits start 
at under $200.00. Resources include thedogoutdoors.com. 

Dogs must be well trained in basic commands for starting, left and 
right turns and of course, stopping - all best learned on foot before 
going out on the trails. While there are many resources - online, videos, 
books - finding a skijoring demonstration or club would be the best 
way to enter this exciting sport. 


And for those looking for air, kite skiing is a relatively new sport 
done on ice or snow. It requires skis and a harness like skijoring, 
but the pull comes from a wind-harnessing kite. The kites are smaller 
versions of those used in paragliding. 

Check with local colleges or recreation clubs for kite skiing clinics. 
With kites starting at $1,200, you may want to be sure you have the 
right wind conditions in your area before you invest. 


ti 

< •A pair of trail-breaking cross-country skis can also curtail the win- 
I ter doldrums, but before you plunge into an equipment investment 
g multiplied by the size of your family, give it a try first. Rent snow- 
I shoes or cross-country skis for a weekend from retailers like REI or 
I a local ski shop. Many colleges also have rental programs and often 
& low-cost lessons to engage the community in outdoor recreation - 
^ because that's where the fun is. 



A native Mainer who now lives in northern Minnesota, Lucie 
Amundsen knows winter. Read her story "One Family's 
Backcountry Misadventures" at CabinLivingMag.com. 


For more ideas and inspiration for winter fun, go to Cabin 
LivingMag.com and use "search" to find articles like "Sailing on 
Ice," "A Cabin Christmas Past," "A D-icey Adventure," Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Sugar Cookies" and "Nature Memory Ornaments." cl 


cabinlivingmag.com 63 






'round 


^ or many 

1 families, 

Cr holiday 

an to 

gather our favor- 

people our 

place, and renew the traditions 
that bind us together. But, whether 
those traditions include a snowy trek 
for the perfect tree or an annual pajama- 
clad screening of “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
^ the ones most imbedded in the fabric of 
our cabin holiday memories seem to re- 
volve around food. A creamy cup of eggnog, 
a buttery cookie, homemade cinnamon buns - each is longed 
for all year, and lovingly savored at holiday time. 

Text continues on page 67 



FOR HOLIDAYS ATTHE CABIN! 


Make it fancy without fussing bylisareadiemayer 


Opposite: fotolia.com/whitestorm photo 



PINEAPPLE-GLAZED HAM Makes 8 to lO servings 

WIT H HORSERADISH SOUR CREAM 

Avoid using a presliced ham for this recipe; it might dry out when heated. 


HAM: 

1 bone-in fully cooked 

smoked ham, preferably 
from the butt end, 8-io lbs 

GLAZE: 

2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
Vz cup fresh pineapple juice 

2 tablespoons white 
wine vinegar 

2 tablespoons packed golden 

brown sugar 

Vz teaspoon ground ginger 
Vz teaspoon Chinese five spice 
74 teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper 

SAUCE: 

172 cups sour cream 

74 cup prepared horseradish 

3 tablespoons finely chopped 

fresh chives 

2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 


• Allow the ham to stand at room tempera- 
ture for 30 minutes to i hour before grilling. 

• Prepare the grill for indirect cooking over 
medium-low heat (about 325° F). 

• in a medium saucepan over medium-high 
heat, melt the butter and cook until it begins 
to brown, 2 to 4 minutes, immediately add 
the remaining glaze ingredients. Lower the 
heat to a simmer and cook for 5 to 10 min- 
utes, stirring occasionally. Remove the pan 
from the heat and set aside. 

• Score the ham in a large crisscross pattern 
about 72-inch deep on all sides except for the 
cut side. Place the ham, cut side down, in a 
large disposable foil pan. Pour the glaze over 
the ham and into the pan. Cover the ham 
snugly with aluminum foil, crimping the foil 
around the rim of the pan. Cook the ham 
over indirect medium-low heat, with the 

lid closed, for i72 hours. Meanwhile, make 
the sauce. 


Recipe by Chef Jamie Purviance. Recipe and photo courtesy of Weber-Stephen Products Co., weber.com. 


• in a small nonreactive bowl, whisk the sauce 
ingredients. Cover and refrigerate until 
ready to serve. (The sauce can be made up to 
a day in advance and refrigerated, covered, 
until serving time.) 

• After i 72 hours of cooking, remove the foil 
from the ham (but save the foil for later) and 
quickly spoon some of the glaze over the 
meat. Continue cooking, with the lid closed, 
until an instant-read thermometer inserted 
into the thickest part of the ham (not touch- 
ing the bone) registers 120° F, 1 to i72 hours 
more, spooning the glaze over the ham every 
20 minutes or so. if the glaze gets too dark, 
cover the ham loosely with the saved alumi- 
num foil for the remainder of the cooking 
time. Carefully transfer the ham in the pan 
onto a sheet pan. Tent the ham loosely with 
foil. Let rest for 15 to 30 minutes. 

• Cut the ham into thin slices, if desired, 
drizzle some of the glaze over the slices. 

Serve the ham warm with the sauce on 
the side. 
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1 pound petite Yukon Gold potatoes, 
halved 

1/4 cup olive oil, divided 
1 shallot, halved and sliced 

% pound asparagus, trimmed and 
cut into i-inch pieces 

74 cup white balsamic vinegar 
74 cup fat-free, plain Greek yogurt 
Salt, pepper, and sugar, to taste 
7 cups (i-inch pieces) green curly kale 
(tough ribs and stems removed) 

72 cup fresh scallions, chopped 
74 cup chopped walnuts 
1 ounce crumbled Gorgonzola cheese 

• Preheat oven to 450°F with rack in 
upper third of oven. Toss potatoes 
with 1 tablespoon oil, half the shallots, 
salt and pepper and spread evenly on 
a baking sheet. Roast for 15 minutes, 
then add asparagus to baking sheet 
and roast 10 minutes more, or until 
potatoes are golden brown and tender. 


• To make dressing, puree remaining 
olive oil, shallot, vinegar and yogurt 
in a blender or small food processor. 
Season to taste with salt, pepper, 
and sugar. 


• While the vegetables are cooking, 
place 1 inch of water in a large pot. 
Bring to a boil, then add kale; cook for 
1 minute or until kale is bright green 
and lightly wilted, tossing constantly 
with tongs. Drain excess water. In a 
large bowl, combine kale with scal- 
lions, cooked potatoes, and asparagus, 
and toss with dressing. Top with 
walnuts and Gorgonzola. 


• Add pomegranate juice and triple sec liqueur to glass and top with champagne. 
Garnish with pomegranate arils and orange peel. 


1/2 oz. freshly squeezed pomegranate juice or store-bought 
refrigerated pomegranate juice (such as POM) 

1/2 oz. triple sec liqueur 
1 glass of dry champagne 
Pomegranate arils (seeds) 

Orange peel strip, optional 


Recipe/photo courtesy of the U.S. Potato Board, 
potatogoodness.com 


Recipe and photo courtesy of POM Wonderful, pomwonderful.com 


Dinners, too, should be rightly spe- 
cial - it is the holidays, after all - but 
not so fussy that they leave the cooks 
frazzled and unable to partake in the 
fun. For the main course, forgo tur- 
key and serve ham. It’s much easier to 
prep - no brining required - and fully 
cooked, so you just need to heat and eat 
(and use the grill to free up oven space). 


Another trick: Plan side dishes that 
can be served at room temperature, so 
if that annual marathon Monopoly ses- 
sion goes even longer than expected, 
you’re not scrambling last-minute to 
whip potatoes. 

Here, the ham gets extra flavor from a 
spicy-sweet pineapple-juice glaze, a kiss 
of grill smoke, and a side of horseradish 


sauce. The special-occasion potato salad 
is dressed up with asparagus, walnuts, 
blue cheese and the it- vegetable: kale, 
then tossed with a creamy yogurt-based 
dressing. And, Anally, the ultimate holi- 
day cocktail - champagne - gets gussied 
up with a splash of pomegranate juice. 
It’ll deflnitely be a new tradition, cl 


cabinlivingmag.com 67 


finishing 



touches 



Come on Baby, 
Light My Fire 

Hot trends in fireplaces bylisareadiemayer 
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1. EXTRA CREDIT. Retrofitting a tra- 
ditional masonry fireplace with a wood- 
burning insert redirects heat lost up the 
chimney back into the cabin. This one 
uses extra-efficient catalytic combustion 
for extra-long and extra-clean burning 
using less wood. Regency CI2600 Large 
Wood Insert, $3,085, www.regency- 
fire.com, 800-442-7432 

2. FORM & FUNCTION. Looks: The 
clean, minimalist lines and cylindrical 
shape of this wood burner work for 
both modern and rustic cabins. Brains: 
The entire stove rotates to direct 

the heat where you want it. Stuv 30 
Compact Wood Stove, $5,275, www. 
stuvamerica.com, 866-487-7888 

3. OLD MEETS NEW. Bridging 
traditional and contemporary designs, 
this direct-vent gas fireplace combines a 
classic rustic log set with linear styling, 

a horizontal firebox, clean trimwork, 
and a large glass front. Its remote is 
100% wireless. Stellar Hearth Products 
CTL-58 Direct Vent Linear Gas Fireplace, 
$4,400, www.stellarhearth.com, 952- 
224-4072 

4. 2-FOR-1. This double-sided, wood- 
burning fireplace creates cozy focal 
points in two cabin rooms. The unit's 
innovative, patented air-control system 
helps light fires super fast. Supreme 
Opus Wood Burning Fireplace, $3,832, 
www.supremem.com, 877-593-4722 

5. HEARTH ART. This compact, gas- 
fueled, portrait-style fireplace hangs 
on the wall like artwork and brings the 
beauty of fire to kitchens, bedrooms, 
baths, and other nontraditional spaces. 


Napoleon Vittoria GDI 9 Direct Vent 
Fireplace, $1,499, www.napoleonfire- 
places.com, 866-820-8686 

6. SEEING GREEN. Reduced emis- 
sions and 100% recycled materials 
mean this wood-burning stove is green. 
Choice of operating modes to maximize 
efficiency and get more heat from 

less wood means it saves green. Your 
friends: green with envy. Vermont Cast- 
ings Defiant FlexBurn Wood Burning 
Stove, $3,084 to $3,925 depending on 
color choice, www.vermontcastings. 
com, 800-867-0454 

7. LOGS ARE SO YESTERDAY. 

Driftwood replaces a traditional wood 
log set in this super-efficient, long 
and narrow gas fireplace. Available in 
three widths, models 4415 and 6015 
each heat over 2,000 square feet! 

The crushed-glass interior floor comes 
standard in one of three colors; talk to 
dealer about custom colors. Alternatives 
to driftwood logs include stones with 
driftwood twigs or traditional logs. 
Fireplace Xtrordinair HO Linear Gas Fire- 
place Series, starting at $3,690, www. 
fireplacex.com, 425-609-2557 

8. PRETTY IMPRESSIVE. This pellet 
stove is eco-friendly (fueled by recycled 
wood pellets; ERA clean-burning- 
certified), smart (touch-pad controls), 
efficient (heats up to 2,400 square feet), 
and convenient (extra-large hopper 
reduces refuelings and frees you up for 
cabin fun!). Harman Absolute43 Pellet 
Stove, $3,899, www.harmanstoves.com, 
800-664-3119 


continues on page 70 




cabinlivingmag.com 69 




finishing 



touches 


Considering a Cabin Fireplace? 

HERE'S THE SCOOP ON SOME NEW CHANGES 



IN RESPONSE TO NEW REGULATIONS, 

the hearth industry is making improvements to 
fireplaces and stoves sold today. 

Starting this year, all new gas fireplaces and stoves 
with glass fronts must include a protective barrier if 
the glass surface temperature exceeds 172° F during 
operation. The barrier- which might be a second 
outer pane of glass or fine mesh screen - stays cool 
to the touch without obstructing the view of the fire. 
It's designed to protect young children, pets, and 
others from getting burned if they accidentally touch 
the hot glass. 

Previously installed stoves and fireplaces are ex- 
empt but can be retrofitted with aftermarket screens 
(check with the manufacturer first to ensure it's 
compatible with your unit), or a freestanding gate, 
to prevent little hands from touching the glass. For 
more information, visit safefireplacetips.com. 

To reduce pollution, the Environmental Protection 
Agency recently issued tighter clean-air standards, 
limiting particulate emissions on wood- and pellet- 
burning stoves and fireplace inserts to 2.5 grams i— 
per hour, down from 4.5 grams. New EPA- 
certified units are being phased in over the next 
five years and incorporate innovative clean-burning 
technologies such as catalytic combustion, which in- 
creases efficiency, extends burn times and burns off 
much of the particulate matter before it even goes 
up the chimney. These new hearth 
products will help improve air quality, 
particularly in cabin country where wood is often 
burned for heat. 

Though the new standards do 
not affect hearth products already in 
use, cabin owners can reduce smoke 
pollution by building small, hot fires 
with seasoned wood. However, accord- 
ing to the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue 
Association, if your wood-burning stove 
or fireplace insert was manufactured 
in the 1970s or 1980s, you might want 
to consider replacing it; those units can 
emit more than 40 grams of particulate 
per hour. Visit hpba.org for more info on 
responsible wood burning, cl 

- Lisa Readie Mayer 
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me asked 
■you answered 


We asked: Do you visit your cabin in the winter? If so, tell us 
about your slice of wintertime cabin living! 

You answered: Our off-the-grid log cabin is at 8,100 feet in 
Colorado's Front Range, a little less than two hours from our 
home in Denver. 

Although we use our cabin year-round, winter is a chal- 
lenge. Cold temperatures (as low as -14°F last winter) can be 
tough on a house you don't live in full time. We rely entirely on 
12-volt solar for our power, so we don't have the kind of elec- 
tricity or heat necessary for protecting pipes during those spells. 

Every improvement to our cabin must be in the context 
of it surviving bitterly cold temps for many days while we're 
gone. Insulation only slows the progress of cold, so there is no 
guarantee that even the highest R-value insulation will stop 
those temps from penetrating and freezing. 

Our water is a 1,500-gallon cistern in our crawl space that 
is walled off. In that same space is our pump and our battery 
bank. The theory is that the thermal mass of the cistern will 
keep itself and the connected piping from freezing. 

In practice, while the cistern itself only develops a thin crust 
of ice on the surface, the pipes and pump will freeze solid if 
not drained and, of course, eventually break. So, from trial (and 
some error), we have developed a list of eight check-out steps 


when we leave the cabin in the winter to that ensure we have 
water when we return. The steps cover powering off the pump 
and draining the pipes, pump and water heater, and opening 
the sink traps. 

Our toilet is an outhouse which handles the winter fine, 
although we're planning on replacing a traditional outhouse 
commode with a wet/dry model that will improve appearance 
and appeal, yet withstand the cold. 

- Mike Walker 







K INDLING CRACKER 

$100, northerntool.com 


M y family likes sitting around the fire pit, and I enjoy 
the pastime of chopping firewood and kindling. So 
I was able to put the Kindling Cracker through a good test. 


Positives: I'm a fan of the Kindling Cracker, because I like 
the consistent sizes of kindling that I can create. I also like 
that the wood does not fly all over the yard when it's split. 
It was easy to use. I do not have to swing hard to split the 
wood, and I tested the Kindling Cracker by splitting several 
pieces of wet wood. I did not have to anchor it down, and 
I split the wood right on my grass. If pieces got stuck, I 
turned the unit upside down and pushed them right out. 


Drawback: The only issue I have is sharpening - when it 
needs sharpening, it would have to be sharpened by hand. 

- Brian R. 
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Kindling Cracker photo courtesy Northern Tool; Cabin photo courtesy Mike Walker 
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insulation 

innovations 



D oes your cabin have the right stuff? If 
it's drafty, then probably not. Odds are, 
that rustic fish camp had little or no insulation 
when built. And even a newer, year-round 
cottage could probably benefit from more. 
Why? Because the right insulation in the 
right place is key to comfort. Insulation keeps 
heated or cooled air inside the cabin, and 
unwanted heat or cold out. Not only does 
that mean a cozier cabin, it can extend the 
use of a seasonal retreat. And who wouldn't 
welcome more time at the cabin? 

Insulation is also a must for energy ef- 
ficiency. According to the Department of En- 
ergy, heating and cooling account for almost 
half of utility bills in the average house. Even 
if you only use your cabin occasionally, adding 
insulation can reduce those costs significantly. 

With recent insulation innovations, there's 
an array of products to choose from. These 
days, manufacturers compete to make eco- 
friendly materials with higher R-values (see 
related article on facing page). 

Many incorporate recycled or renew- 
able components, and eliminate toxins and 
allergens. Along with different materials, 
insulation comes in different shapes. Blanket, 
blown in, and spray foam are all great options 
for an existing cabin, depending on your bud- 
get. Here's a look at innovations in each: 


BLANKET 


(includes baits and rolls) 

FIBERGLASS 

Mention insulation and most folks think pink. 
The most common insulation today, fiber- 
glass has been around since Owens Corning 
invented the stuff in the 1950s. It's inexpen- 
sive, lightweight, and easy for DIYers to fit 
between studs or joists. 

Fiberglass insulation is made from melted 
glass that's spun into fibers held together 
with a binder. Typically, the binder contained 




formaldehyde, which has been linked to can- 
cer (see sidebar at below). But manufacturers 
like Owens Corning, CertainTeed, and Knauf 
have come out with alternative bio-based 
binders. Fiberglass blankets now also come in 
medium- and high- densities. These costlier 
options yield higher R-values: 3.6 to 4 per 
inch for high, vs. 3.2 for standard. 

FORMALDEHYDE 

The CDC has this to say: "Formaldehyde is 
known to cause cancer. The cancer of great- 
est concern is cancer of the nose and throat. 
Scientific research has not yet shown that a 
certain level of formaldehyde exposure causes 
cancer. However, the higher the level and the 
longer the exposure, the greater the chance 
of getting cancer. Exposure to formaldehyde 
might increase the chance of getting cancer 
even at levels too low to cause symptoms." 

Fiberglass may have the lion's share of 
the market, but other materials are making 
inroads, so read on. 

DENIM 

Blue is green, when it comes to insula- 
tion. Recycled denim and cotton make up 
about 80% of UltraTouch Denim Insulation 
from Bonded Logic, Inc, bondedlogic.com. 
With an R-value of about 3.5 to 4 per inch, 
denim's thermal performance is on par with 
fiberglass. Unlike itchy fiberglass, it can be 



installed with bare hands. Tip: Use a circular 
saw or a table saw with a fine tooth blade to 
cut textile insulation. 

RECYCLED JEANS 

BLUE JEANS GO GREEN is a denim recycling 
program created by Cotton Inc. Since 2006, 
more than a million pieces of donated denim 
have been recycled into UltraTouch insula- 
tion. The insulation is distributed to Habitat 
for Humanity affiliates across the country. To 
learn how your old jeans can "clothe" needy 
communities, visit bluejeansgogreen.org. 



WOOL 

Think of it as a sweater for your cabin. Wool 
fibers insulate by trapping air pockets. The 
fibers absorb and release moisture without 
reducing thermal performance. Wool costs 
more than other insulation, but it's nonaller- 
genic, expands over time instead of settling, 
and has a comparable R-value of 3.5 per 
inch. Black Mountain USA in Pennsylvania 
manufactures Sheep Batt, Sheep Roll, Sheep 
Fill, and Sheep Rope for wood-framed and 
log homes. For more info: blackmountain 
insulationusa.com. 

OF LOGS & WOOL 

Infused with borate to combat log rot and 
insects, wool insulation is popular with log 
home builders. Schroeder Log Home Supply 
in Grand Rapids, Minn., sells wool ropes and 
batts to handcrafters such as Top Knotch Log 
Homes in Grand Rapids, Koski Log Homes in 
Ontonagon, Mich., and Montana Log Homes 
in Kalispell, Mont. Wool roping is used in lat- 
eral grooves; batts in notches and for ceiling 
and stud wall insulation. "Wool is a resurging 
trend," notes John Schroeder. "Allergies that 
people may have to synthetic materials is a 
concern, while some customers are trying to 
keep as natural as possible." 
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BLOWN-IN (LOOSE-FILL) 


Insulation that's blown into walls and attics 
generally performs better than batts. That's 
because bays (empty space) between studs 
and floor joists are not always uniform in 
size. Also, they may contain electrical boxes, 
wiring, and pipes. Standard-sized batts must 
be cut and fitted tightly around obstructions; 
any gaps or compression will reduce R-value. 
Loose fill (i.e., tiny particles of fiber) conforms 
to any shape. 

Loose fill comes in bags, and is 
usually blown into attics or walls 
by contractors. Fiberglass and 
cellulose are the most 



common materials, but rock wool (slag), 
denim, and sheep's wool are also available. 
Proper installation is critical for the least 
amount of settling over time. 

CELLULOSE 

Modern cellulose is made from recycled 
newspaper (up to 85%), with borate added 
for fire and pest control. Cellulose caught 
on after the oil embargo in the '70s, but lost 
ground to fiberglass. Today, it's back in favor 
as a green product. Costing about the same 
as fiberglass, cellulose takes less energy to 
produce and has a slightly higher R-Value. 

Dense-pack cellulose (installed at 3.5 
pounds per cubic foot) resists settling, air infil- 
tration, and can be blown into closed cavities 
or open ones backed with netting. Dense- 
pack has an R-value of about 3.6 per inch. 


SPRAY FOAM 


Spray polyurethane foam (SPF) outperforms 
most other insulation, with R-values of 3.5 to 
6 or 7 per inch. SPF starts as liquid; blowing 
agents cause the polyurethane to expand and 
actually provide most of foam's insulating 



Icynene's new Pro Seal Eco is a closed cell 
SPF that's water-blown, for an R-value of 
4.9 per inch. 


properties. There are two types: closed cell 
and open cell. Open-cell foam uses water as 
the blowing agent; it remains flexible, and 
allows moisture to pass through. High- 
density closed-cell foam uses chemical 
blowing agents, is rigid, and nonabsorbent. 

It has the highest R-value, but is the most 
expensive insulation. 

Newer closed-cell SPFs such as Demilec's 
Heatlok spray foam incorporate recycled plas- 
tic, along with small amounts of bio-based oils. 

Contractors are using HeatLok in remote 
cabins in northern Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
states Matt Martinson of Demilac's Upper 
Midwest Region in St. Paul, Minn. "In many 
cases, the water lines are installed in uncondi- 
tioned crawl spaces, and that often provides 
extremely cold floors and unprotected water 
lines. HeatLok solves both issues." Remodel- 
ing a lake house that's grandfathered in? 
"Adding HeatLok will increase the longevity 
of structures that cannot be rebuilt based on 
local jurisdiction," notes Martinson. "Many 
older cabins have 2x4 walls and stick-framed 
roofs - perfect for HeatLok's high R-value and 
added structural support." 

Most closed-cell foams use hydrofluoro- 
carbons (MFCs) as the blowing agent. MFCs 
are nonozone depleting chemicals, but are 
potent greenhouse gases. Today, there's a 
new generation of hydrofluoroolefin agents 
(HFOs) with low-global warming potential on 
the scene, cl 


KNOW 

YOUR 

R-VALUE 

R-VALUE IS A MEASURE OF Insula- 
tion's resistance to heat flow - the 
higher, the better. R-value is rated per 
inch of thickness. Multiply that by the 
number of inches installed, and you 
get the overall R-value. How much 
R-value do you need? That depends 
on the climate in your area, and also 
where you're installing insulation in 
the cabin. Attics, for example, have a 
different minimum R-value than walls. 

The ERA'S Energy Star program has 
a chart of recommended insulation 
levels for retrofitting wood-framed 
houses on its website: energystar.gov. 

How do you know what insulation 
your cabin has already, and where 
should you add more? The DOE web- 
site has tools to help: energy.gov. 

Attics and basements or crawl spac- 
es are likely candidates. Insulation can 
also be retrofitted in walls - a good 
idea when remodeling. 

When weighing insulation op- 
tions, look for Energy-Star certified 
products and consider payback pe- 
riods. Insulation must completely fill 
any cavity to achieve maximum R- 
value. Remember, insulation is only as 
good as the installation. 

-All insulation articles by 
Fran Sigurdsson 
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small cabin escape 



Nestled into New Yorks Hudson Valley, " '■"S® 

this i,600-square-foot home resembles centuries-old 
stone barns of the region. But with its glass wall and bow-arched beams, 
the home is a contemporary model of green living. A certified passive-solar house 
envisioned by BarlisWedlick Architects, the home doesn’t rely on alternative energy producers 
like solar panels or wind turbines. Instead, it’s designed and sited to capture the sun’s 
warmth in the winter and remain shaded in the summer. Super-insulated walls, foundation 
and roof maintain a comfortable interior temperature even on frosty winter nights. 
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Photo by Elliott Kaufman, courtesy BarlisWedlick Architects, barliswedlick.com 








D esigning a cabin comprises 
a number of different fac- 
tors. There’s the look or 
style. There’s the amenities 
needed. And there’s the overall size. 
The latter can be a tricky factor in that 
many cabin owners start out with a spe- 
cific square footage in mind, but as they 
start to think about how they will actu- 
ally use their cabin, the numbers can 
change - sometimes drastically. To better 
facilitate the design process, ask yourself 
a few questions: 

How many people will generally 
be using this cabin? And how often 
will they be there? This can help deter- 
mine the number of bedrooms necessary 
and where you may be able to utilize a 
multipurpose space instead. 

Are there specific features that 


need to be in place (e.g., a mud room 
to prevent outdoor activities from mak- 
ing their mark on the interior of the 
cabin) in order for the cabin to function 
more easily? 

Do you plan to have many 
guests? You may need to rethink your 
kitchen layout and, more important, 
your food storage capabilities depend- 
ing on how frequently you play host to 
large crowds. 

Once you have a better idea of what 
spaces are essential and roughly how 
large they need to be, you can start to 
determine what the overall size of your 
cabin should be. To help you narrow 
down potential plans from there, we’ve 
segmented the fioor plans featured in 
our magazine into three categories: 
less than 1,500 square feet, 1,500 to 


3,000 square feet, and more than 3,000 
square feet. 

Each size offers something a little 
different. Small cabins tend to be sim- 
ple but also incredibly efficient in their 
use of space, which adds a certain cozy 
quotient. Mid-sized plans offer a happy 
medium between small and monstrous, 
with the opportunity to add some ad- 
ditional amenities or expand on main 
spaces, such as kitchens. Larger plans 
can help create the ideal retreat you’ve 
always wanted, and all the space you 
could possibly need to enjoy your cabin 
and its surroundings. 

To better visualize what the plan in- 
cludes, images from select fioor plans also 
appear on our website to show you dif- 
ferent rooms and angles. Take a look at: 
MyWoodHome.com/CabinPlans. cl 


FLOOR 
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floor plans 


PATAK 

2,075 square feet I 3 bedrooms I 2 1/2 baths 

The Patak is a traditional chalet style where a prowl roof is nicely punctuated by a dressed up front shed 
dormer. Outside, a porch extends along the front of the home and is joined to the deck on the side. Perfect 
for a lot with a view, the soaring cathedral ceiling is banked with windows bringing Mother Nature in. 



Main Level 




OumHers 


Log Home Outfitters primarily focuses on the log and timber frame lifestyle. We 
offer solid and log-sided homes as well as timber frames at a reasonable price. 


877-944-LOGS (5647) web LogHomeOutfitters.com email Sales@LogHomeOutfitters.com 
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floor plans 


THE LAKE HOUSE 

2,096 square feet I 3 bedrooms I 2 1/2 baths 

The Lake House is designed to make a breathtaking view available from almost every space in the house. This model 
features an expansive great room, mud room/front entry, three bedrooms, two full and one half bathrooms all efficiently 
designed into 2,096 square feet. Two covered porches and an open deck make outdoor entertaining a breeze. The original 
Lake House was built on Lake George in New York State and easily conveys the Adirondack style of the region. 



Main Level 



Upper Level 



Lok-N-Logs log homes feature borate treatment, kiln drying and a lifetime warranty against decay and wood digesting 
insects. Fully precut, rustic or shaped log homes offered in complete and weathertite packages. Call for free estimates. 


7898 State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460 
800-343-8928 web LoknLogs.com email lnlinfo@loknlogs.com 
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Coventry Log Homes is Factory Direct www. coventryloghomes, com 


Coventry Log Homes, Inc. 

108 South Court Street * Woodsville. New Hampshire 03785 
1*800-308-7505 | 1-603-747*8177 | mfo@covenlryloghonnes.com i 




Complete Peckege Price 

based on Oct 1 . 2014 price Ikst: 

$ 78,050 

YP'END SAVINGS exS 


26x36 - 1,586 sqft 
3bfi4rooms<2.S baths 


c-»M 


Always the BEST Materials, Always the BEST Prices, Always the BEST Value! 


tTiN 


iMilllK 




Id* 


Complete Peckege Price 
based on Ocl 1, 2014 price list^ 

$ 54,850 


24x32- 1,140 sq ft 

2 bedrooms « 1 bath 


¥R-ENO SAVINGS EkS Log 

photos may vcny from actual design Call Our Log Home Experts 1 -800-308-7505 


Cewiplefe Package Price 

based on Oct 1 . 20t4 pnoe Hst; 

$ 21,600 


YR-CND SAVINGS 


4jiaijag 


TuJ^Trti/ 


Complete package inclydes: 




14x20 > 392 sq ft 

1 lH>dn»fn *1 bath 
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Coventry Log Homes is Factory Direct www. coventryloghomes. com 


Coventry Log Homes, Inc. 


108 South Court Street • Woodsville. New Hampshire 03785 
1-800-308-7505 ) 1-603-747-8177 | info@coventryloghomes-com 


Oomptete Package Price 
based on Oct. 1 , 2014 price list 


o: 


30x40 • 2,4S4 sq ft 
3 bedrooms • 2 baths 


1 4,950 

YR-EMO SAVINGS SkS Log 




kilslM. 


iwt 


JtiTO 




Always the BEST Materials, Always the BEST Prices, 

Always the BEST Value! 

Complele package inclode^i; 


NAHB 






Wxir 




Jli24 


Kiln-dn«d and procut log wOlti. •ub-floor, 
AnelM*sfi* 400 Swi« Tw witidcw*. 
Thannnia^TfM^ dcMVi. Igit AytMwn, iQOff 

syMnn, Intenar framing with TAG |9infl 
Hlkl wood ntonor dooiv. lodc««tB. wid much 
monr 5 «« compdAtft dttaiift «t 
wwiKcwwitryto0haflMS.com 




Oimw ! 
ConwV’ 


Complete Psckege Price 
based Gri Oct. 1, 2014 price JisL 

$ 133,150 


pn 

•icilHPn 1 

nr»H J 

I ^ 

|»«h 

1 

1 ITxW 


ltdwm 1 
» 1Sil4 

HU 

bM 




YR-ENO SAVINGS 


6x8 Log 


Call Our Log Home Experts 1 -800-S08- 7505 


28x48 * 2,704 sq ft 

3 bedroomfS • 2 ba^a 


photos rnoy vary from actual dosign 


cabinlivingmag.com 79 




floor plans 



Designing Dreams One Home At A Time... 

At Hiawatha Log Homes, we think home is a gathering space for 
family and friends, a place to put your feet up, your sanctuary. 

Our mission is to custom design the home of your dreams with one 
on one service and quality craftsmanship. 

Call or click today for a no-obligation quote on your project and for 
the details of our limited time offers - free preliminary design give-a- 
way and free shipping anywhere promotions. 


Bedroom Up: 1 Baths Up: 1 Vz 
Bedroom Down: 2 Bath Down 1 
Optional: Garage 






Hiawatha 

Log Homes 


877 - 275-9090 

www.hiawatha.com 


Due to increased demand, 
Hiawatha Log Homes is 
accepting new Builder and 
Dealer applications. Contact 
us today at 877-275-9090 
or visit www.hiawatha.com 
to see how you can succeed 
with Hiawatha Log Homes! 
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view our nDor plen coikcthin 
online by fcennlng lhl» QiR Cn4« |B | 
with yiqijr smartphone; "" 


Castlerock 

Bedrooms; 1 
Baths: 1 1/2 
Square Footage: 1*456 
Package Pfk;e: Coll for Pricing 

See this plan and many others 
on our web site at; 
www.honestabe.com 

Honest Abe Log Honnes 
9995 Cfoy County Highway 
Moss TN 38575 
800-231-3695 
931-258-3648 

e-moil: info@honestabe.com 
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2nd Floor 





Vfcw our floor plan eolfection 
onibw by rearming ttihQfiCtKk 
idth yqur Etnwtphai« 


MERIDIAN 


Pofch 


Decic 


KHchon / DNng 


Oi«at Room 
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Bedrooms: 2 
Baths: 1 1/2 

Squore Footoge: 1,456 
Package Price: Call for Pricing 

See this plan and many others 
on our web site at: 

WWW, honestabe com 

Honest Abe Log Homes 
9995 Clay County Highway 
Moss TN 38575 
800-231-3695 
931-258-3648 

e-rrxjil: info@honestabecom 
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MLH'028'A 

Total Area: 1,870 SOFT 
Package Price: Call For Prices 


Montana Log Homes specializes in handcrafting unique, quality, log homes, lodges, and commer- 
cial projects. Full-length, dead-standing, lodgepole pine or Englemann spruce is hand-peeled for 
that original log home look, and hand-tooled for precision joinery. Log sizes of 12 inches, 14 inches, 
and 16 inches are standard, with larger log sizes available on request. Your choice of Scandinavian 
full-scribe or chink style construction. Log package quotes will include delivery and reassembly by 
our experienced crew. Contact us for a copy of our plan book, DVD or video or visit our website at 



First Floor 


WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM/LHL 



Second Floor 




3250 Highway 93 S., Kalispell MT 59901 
Phone: 406-752-2992 • Fax: 406-257-7014 
info@montanaloghomes.com • WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM/CBC 

Delivering Nationwide Since 1976 
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Gr*Rin 

joitV* 




f*OTCh 


Him5fui^l 


Camus Creek 

2.6S1 S.F, 


MOSSCREEK 


UICK, AFFORDABLE. AND EASY TD MODIFY HOME PLANS 
THAT ALl OW YOU TO START BUILDING NOW! 


See mt eniiTt collettion at: www.MossCrm-net/C8C 
Or give us » call: 800.737.2166 
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Rockbridge 

1793 Sq. Ft. 

3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath 

The RtKkbridgc is one of our most popular log home plans. Class surrounds the 
open greatroom, complete with cathedral ceilings, so you are able to enjoy your view 
from every aimer The dining room and kitchen are open to the great room^ and 
windows surround. Perfect for entertaining or just being with the family. The prow 
roofline and expansive use of glass reflect the refinement expected in this fine home- 


tM^KIYSUH 


First Floor 


Second Floor 


800-641-4754 

SouthlandLogHomes.com 

Ws/f <J«r WeHitc to Brmvsc Hundreds of Custom Floor Plans 




AiPir^> f=#i«ifr Lm HPiMir' 
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_ 1663 sq.ft. 

rludson 3 br/2i72ba 


The Hudson is the more affordable, downsized answer for those that like our 
McKay model. It features the same floor plan and features including the spacious, 
open-concept great room with timbered cathedral ceiling and large fireplace; kitchen 
with convenient access to the laundry/bath; master bedroom with adjoining walk-in 
closet and master bath. For more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans 
and Planning Guide for $10, call 800-368-1015. HochstetlerLogHomes.com. 


Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. * 552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842 



UTAH 

WESTERN SALES OFFICE • MANUFACTURING • DISPLAY OFFICE 
911 E. Hwy 89N, Gunnison, UT84634 

1-888-882-4645 


TEXAS 

HEADQUARTERS • SALES • MANUFACTURING • MODEL HOME 
8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605 

1-800-777-7288 


GEORGIA 

EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME 
14378 Hwy 51 5 N, Ellijay, G A 30536 

1-800-918-6881 


50 ' “ 


hlTERWHITE 


satterwhiteloghomes.com 


The Birchwood 

1,600 square feet of living area 

3 bedrooms/2 baths 


Total Living Area 1,600 sq ft 

Total Covered Porch 1,076 sq ft 
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FireLighter Starter Kit 
Adirondack Firestone Company 

Simply soak the stone in our lamp oil, 
roll in ashes, and light! 
www.adkfirestone.com 


Remote Cabin Monitoring 
Cabin Sensors 

Remote Cabin Monitoring with 
Free Online Service! 
www.cabinsensors.com 


The Ecofan 
Caframo 

The Ecofan® heat powered stove fan creates 
its own electricity from the heat of the stove. 
1 (800) 567-3556 - www.ecofan.com 




Antler Chandeliers 
Canadian Antler Designs 

We manufacture top quality antler chandeliers, 
furniture and accessories. 

(250) 217-8702 - www.antlerchandeliers.net 


The JOI Lamp 
Caframo 

The JOI Lamp transforms candle heat 
into LED light! 

1 (800) 567-3556 - www.thermologi.com 


Cabin Living Magazine Subscription 
Cabin Living Magazine 

Give the gift that keeps on giving! Cabin Living 
is available in print and digital subscriptions. 
Visit cabinlivingmag.com for details. 



G SECTION 
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Swiss Reproduction Army Blankets 
Federal Army & Navy Surplus, Inc 

New, Swiss Reproduction Army Blankets for 
your cabin beds, furniture or anything creative. 


Vintage Snowshoes 
Federal Army & Navy Surplus, Inc 

Rare find! New, Genuine US Issue Vintage 
WWII Dated Snowshoes for your cabin walls. 


Underwater Dock Lights 
Hydro Glow 

Model SF60 - $329.95 
Model SF100- $359.95 


(888) 276-9689 - www.gr8gear.com 


(888) 276-9689 - www.gr8gear.com 


(877) 895-4569 - www.hydroglow.com 



Coaster Set 
Lake House Lifestyle 

Mixed set of four absorbent stone coasters 
featuring popular lake saysings. 
$20.00 - www.lakehouselifestyle.com 
1 


Laser Carved Lake Art 
Lake House Lifestyle 

Recreate your lake in wood, capturing the shoreline 
details & bottom contours. Over 5000 lakes available. 
www.lakehouselifestyle.com 


Art by Joan White 
Nicolet Studio & Gallery 

Original Paintings, Prints, and Puzzles! 
Facebook.com/JoanWhiteWoodPalntings 
(715) 276-6464 - www.joanwhite.com 


2 
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The Pointed Fir of the North 


Snow Trek Sport 82 


Apex 130T 

North Country Wind Bells® 


Pelican 


Pelican 

Three beautiful melodies ring through this wind 
bell made of recycled steel & powder coated. 


Sturdy, robust utility sleds designed to be 
pulled by an ATV or snowmobile. 


Designed for those who enjoy sharing their 
on-water experience with family and friends. 

$45.95 - WWW. northcountrywindbells.com 


www.pelicansport.com 


$499.99 - www.pelicansport.com 



Portage 

University of Minnesota Press 

Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for 
the Good Life by Sue Leaf 
$16.95 - www.upress.umn.edu 



Vantage Pontoon Guard 
Vantage 

Vantage Pontoon Guard the ultimate in 
pontoon protection. Starting at $389 
(877) 477-3456 - www.pontoonguard.com 



Tough Old Bird 
Wild Wings 

Tough Old Bird - Eagle Wood Sign 
21" dia. Designed & printed in USA 
$49.95 - www.wildwings.com 
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regional resource guide 


Concrete log siding performs better than real wood logs. 




Old Kentucky Logs concrete log 

siding is a patented system that reproduces to the 
most minute detail the look and feel of antique 
hand hewed logs with dovetailed corners and 
accessories with the strength and durability of long 
lasting concrete. 

Now a home can be built having the beauty and 
charm of an antique log home while eliminating the 
time and expense required to maintain real wood 
logs or wood log siding. 

Old Kentucky Logs may be used on new frame 
construction or can be applied to existing structures 
of any size built with wood, wooden logs, brick, 
concrete, and concrete block. 


OKL are made of concrete which has no impact on our natural resources. Choose your building materials wisely. 


In most cases the timeless beauty of the old 
handcrafted and hand hewed log homes built by our 
ancestors are only preserved in photos such as this. 


Patented and manufactured by 

OM 

K®i&ti]Lc]ky 

606 - 526-0646 

1 3475 Cumberland Gap Pkwy, Corbin, KY 40701 

www.oldkentuckylogs.com 

bobbi@oldkentuckylogs.com 



CONCRETE m 
’ LOG SIDINGS! 


No Insects 
No Rodents , 
Limited Lifetime 


REAbi 


THAN 


Better Than Logs Inc • Drummond, MT • 406-288-31 46 
info@betterthanlogs.j;om • www.betterthanlogs.com.^ 
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regional resource guide 



Cl earCLree 



Concrete Log and Timber Siding 


Spend your Summers Relaxing! 

- No Sealing, Staining or Chinking.... Ever! 

- Energy Efficient R-8 Insulation Value 

- Great for remodels / new construction 

- Durable and long-lasting 


Styles: Log and Timber Available in 4 beautiful Wood Colors 




Call us today for a 
FREE sample package! 


We ship Nationwide! 


For more information or to purchase, call: (800) 862-6088 
Visit our website: www.ClearCreekSiding.com 
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FREE INFORMATION 


Visit cabinlivingmag.com/info or scan the QR code with your smartphone to get FREE information on 
products and services (provided by the companies in BOLD below) that will help you build your perfect cabin 


COMPANY PAGE 

Adirondack Firestone Company 86 

Better Than Logs 88 

Cabin Sensors 86 

Caframo 86 

Canadian Antler Designs Inside Back Cover, 86 

Clearcreek Siding 89 

Coventry Log Homes Inc 78-79 

Create-A-Bed 18 

CTA Products 7 

Eagle Panel Systems 37 

Federal Army & Navy Surplus 87 

Glenville Tlmberwrights 14 

Golden Eagle Log Homes 4-5 

Heat-Line 17 

Hewitt Machine & MFC 7 

Hiawatha Log Homes 80 

Hochstetler Milling Ltd 85 

Honest Abe Log Homes Inc Inside Front Cover, 81 

Hydro Glow 87 

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber Frame Shows 95 

The Log & Timber Home Show 51 

The Log & Timber University 57 

Lake Home & Cabin Show 8 


COMPANY PAGE 

Lake House Lifestyle 87 

Log Home Outfitters 76 

Log Home Outlet Inc 26 

Lok-N-Logs 77 

Midwest Wholesale Log Supply 27 

Montana Log Homes 82 

MossCreek 83 

Nicolet Studios & Gallery 87 

North Country Wind Bells 87 

Old Kentucky Logs 88 

The Original Log Cabin Homes Back Cover 

Pelican International 87 

Perma-Chink Systems 25 

Reconyx Inc 15 

Research Products 23 

Satterwhite Log Homes 1 , 85 

Schroeder Log Home Supply Inc 19 

SimpliSafe 19 

Southland Log Homes Inc 84 

University of Minnesota Press 87 

Vantage 87 

Wild Wings 87 

Yellowstone Log Homes 23 


ADVERTISING INQUIRIES 


CLASSIFIED AD SALES 

Pam Stine 


PUBLISHER 

Rob Clutter 
(615) 904-5210 
rclutter® aimmedia.com 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 

Isabel Sateri 
(202) 468-3676 
isateri® aimmedia.com 

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

Elaine Hope Nosaka 
(703) 447-9555 
enosaka@aimmedia.com 


(540) 686-7015 
pstine® aimmedia.com 

THE LOG & TIMBER HOME SHOW SALES 
CABIN LIVING AD SALES 

Samantha Watters 
(863) 801-3475 
swatters® aimmedia.com 

THE LOG & TIMBER HOME SHOW SALES 
CABIN LIVING AD SALES 

Eric Johnson 
(518) 618-1195 

ejohnson® loghomeshows.com 


Rich Wilkinson 
(931) 607-4767 
rwilkinson® aimmedia.com 


SALES DIRECTOR, ONLINE 

Heather Glynn Gniazdowski 
(703) 731-9659 

hgniazdowski® aimmedia.com 



HOME GROUP 

ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA 


OLD HOUSE JOURNAL 
ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES 
NEW OLD HOUSE 
EARLY HOMES 
DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK 
PERIOD HOMES 
TRADITIONAL BUILDING 
OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM 


CABIN LIVING 

LOG HOME LIVING 

TIMBER HOME LIVING 

DREAM HOME SHOWCASE 

CUSTOM WOOD HOME PLANNER 

CUSTOM WOOD HOME STYLE GUIDE 

MYWOODHOME.COM 
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BUILDER/DEALER 
BY STATE 


INDIANA 


ALABAMA 


i^MOUNTAIN UKESLOG&COUNTRY HOMES 


Chuck Johnson 

Arab & Guntersville, AL 

256-486-3374 

nfo@niountainlakesloghomes.com 

www.mountainlakesloghomes.com 


COLORADO 



NATTJRECRAFT WQ AND TIMBER HOMES 

elemxA.t 

TRAVIS MCKENZIE 

(970) 556-8950 

Dwan^iliS Pre^BCt 

Msiiig»m«fil S4rwke« 

Sftfvkflg Ceioitita 
ind Wyamlng 

irBvis.fialu 

www.coloraCkini 

racf .aotin 

rturBl«leni«fitli(Hnv9.60ni 


GEORGIA 


Integrity -Quality -Value- 
Service- Innovation 

)Toll Free: 888-896-LOGS 

Ofc: 770-735-1894 Fax: 770-735-2069 
mikemagill@innovativeloghomes.com 
www.innovativeloghomes.com 


MfrJlMBARNA 

jJiOI LiJO b ' Hill HOtad 

iMODERN RUSTIC HOMES 

• ll‘S ALL AiOyT (HE LlFtST^lE 
512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540 
(706) 273-7140 

www.IVIodernRusticHomes.com 


IDAHO 



Model Honie ■& Milling faciircy 


AitucHcAS W liDme ntatiufiif 

SiTKf 


ww w.yel lows 10 neEoghomei.com 





fr 7 imbcr rome fcuilci 





www.broylniiiwiiesinc.com 
^]y-660-6^6p • iNjobiesviiie, IN 
~Pbe f remiere L05 and dumber brame 
Id^nilding Cdompany 


MICHIGAN 


AjimBarna 

IjlHlL LOC fr TIMBER HOMES 

Bama Great La Ices 

Andrew A Gina Green ^ Safes atviCofitfsciifig 
877-BELD-LOG-989“529-0125 
b3magreatlaKes@rutFnajLGoni 
www.bafnaqrBatlafces.oom 


Outfitters 


Log Home 
Outfitters 

National Sales Office 
Toll Free: 

(877) 944-LOGS (5647) 

sales@loghomeoutfitters.com 
Visit our website: WWW.LogHomeOutfitters.COM 
Dealers in U.S.A., Canada & Dominican Republic 


Mdslrr Builders 

Timber Frames - Log Homes - Restoration - Consulting 

Chris Doyle • 517-404-5685 
MasterBuildersSupply@gnnail.conn 

MasterBuilders-inc.com 


MINNESOTA 


j|\PPALACHIAN' 

LOG STRUCTURES 

TMB Log & Timber Homes 

Api&otodiwfl Lo( Smicturet 

2922 Highway 1 69, By, MN S573I 

2IB-365-2928 


MISSOURI 


Liberty Log Cabins 

pre-cut cedar logs - custom designs 
24 years experience nationwide 

www.logs.net • 417-531-5729 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Salvatore "Sonny" Blanco 

Authorized Representative of Ward Cedar Log Homes 

New London, NH 03257 
(603) 526-2229 
sonnylog@aol.conn 
Model Home 

www.wardloghome.com 




NEW HAMPSHIRE 

LOG & TIMBER HOMES. LLC 


BOB CARPER 

PO.BoJtiig 

456 Gten Ledge Road 

Gierx NH 03830-0119 

1603) 822-2253 

tRwrfiih^dailnjrRW.cw 

S«rving Ntw En]^«nd 

Mo4«l niwn by Piipifflmnisiit 


NEW YORK 


Fred & Deborah Krol 
3wer Hudson Valley, Delaware, Ulster, 
5ullivan, Orange & Northern New Jersey 

845-988-9622 (Warwick) 
845-657-6851 (Shokan) 

logliving@logchips.com • www.logchips.com 



NORTH CAROLINA 


:z ,ROYhll WII rc i 





www.broybiiiwiiesinc.com 

9 ] 9 -^ 06 - 99^9 • Cbapei Miii, NC 

~Pbe P remiere Log and dumber Lrame 
L)uiiding (Lompany 


OHIO 


^ EDARCRAFT LOG HOMES 

Whii* Ctdar 

ffur BtsMdfid ShovmHim A Modth 
DJSCOVKF mE BffFFJlENVE 

44(M54-S4«0 - aOO-982-Z901 
www.ceditrciraftloghQiiiga.coTii 


OREGON 


ofquAiit^Hmnacrarfmd 
tog Homos 



j II ti M t: M 

877-TRY LOGS 

SmfMt jtS.IKJ for Oar 90 
anor CAtAtogao «mf 

itn Offer lilt Hit HMMMinit 


TENNESSEE 


rfMOWOWES 

Hi™.KONESi:ABE.coni 

Tennessee Sales Models 
Murfreesboro, CoobevUle, 
CrowvUle, Moss 
80(L2Sl-3e9rj 

National HeadquBfters 
M(iiJS,TN 

80(LS31-3695 

L£i£Q®|]onest^be.com 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


CANADA 



Craftworks Log Homes 

Joe Rodriguez 
Westminster, SC 29693 
Phone: 770-641-8736 

craftworksloghomes@gmail.com 
WWW. Cr aftworksLogHomes . com 


ONTARIO 




LOG HOMES OF THE 

SMOKIES 

National Headquarters 
6860 East Lamar Alexander Pkwy. 

Townsend, TN 37882 
Toll Free: (888) 586-1916 


www.LogHomesoftheSmokies.net 


VERMONT 


Paul Baker 

Authorized Representative of Ward Cedar Log Homes 

Roxbury, VT 05669 
(802) 485-6177 
cedarhms4u@aol.com 
Model Home 

www.wardrep.com/paulbakerconstruction 



VIRGINIA 


^PALACHIAN 

' i LOG STttUCTURiS 
Dogwood liountaln Log Hom« 
valley Pike' Harrii04ibtjr|,VA 22861 
e-mas); do£wdnn@conicaiUfet 
(540) 433-IH71 * (BDO) MS 774S (VA only) 


INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE 



David Evutriti - Man*gcri 

86648^4457 - kcnia Siotc, VA 


whv.llO\F5T.\TtF.i.i«« 


WISCONSIN 



TOUR OUR MODEL, 
SHOWROOM & MILL 

Open Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 9-3 
Home office: 800-270-5025 

4421 Plover Road " Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 



Karen & Gary Tenfel 

262 - 534-6280 

cccloghomes.com 


PRODUCTS 
& SERVICES 


Water Freeze 
Protection 



B Arctic Trace® 


• Water Line 

• Drain Line 

• Sewer Line 

• Septic Tanks 


Installs in existing lines 

Submersible Heat Trace 


( 888 ) 552-3004 
www.arctictrace.com 



Big Rock Lanterns carries one of the largest, 
most distinctive collections of “Vintage Style” 
oil and electric lanterns and lamps anywhere! 


Enjoy the Warmth of 


“Vintage Style” Lighting 




l-ANTERNS^ 


With or Without Oil — 
Inside or Out! 


770 - 866-5857 


www.BigRockLantems.com 



Floaf yoMr iFoat lift with this attachable 

flotation eystem, \t makes Ihstallatiorit 
removal & adjusimerits a walk in the park! 



CABlNMfePLACE 


kUSTItJ CAIUN DELUA 


\v^\w,CabinPlacc,com 



CABIN DECOR 

ONLINE 

Bedding • Bath • Lighting & More 




www.TheCabinShop.com 







♦ 


6 





Don't 

Burglary vi^im 

With FakeTV, it looks like you’re 
home watching TV, so intruders are 
more likely to stay away 
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Joe Pine Builders Inc 

Restoration Specialists 

540-895-5585 

Serving all your restoration 
needs in VA WV NC MD & PA 

www.joepinebuilders.com 

Call or visit our website today! 




-%T. lOqa 




WWW.LAKEH0USELIFESTYIE.COM 


Order hj November 30th for guaranteed 
Christmas delivery! 



sD Laser-Carved 
Wooden Maps 

See the underwater contours 
of your lake up to eight layers 
deep in rich Russian Birch, 
framed in oak under glass. 


“The most attractive 
option for boat and 
SUP storage.” 
-Cabin Life, June 2015 



Unfiiiished Solid Knotty Pine Doors 

Solid Wood Doors • Ideal for Log Homes 

770-652-4881 
Fax 276-223-0454 

~ PREHVNG UNITS 
AS LOW AS $125!- 

WE SHIP NATIONWIDE. 

www.solidwooddoors.com 
E: donalddjensen@hotmail.com 




\ ^^orkel Hot Tubs | 

Classic Wood Hot Tub 
Natural Wood Heat 

Beautiful hand selected Western Red 
Cedar, still water and crackling fire... all 
you need to enjoy a relaxing soak, under 
the stars. Choose wood-fired simphcity 
or digital control gas or electric heat. 

• No Plumbing, No Power Bills! 

• Jets available for wood heat tubs 

• Digital control gas/electric heated 
systems available too. 



On Sale Now! Ask about Special Freight Offer. 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1 - 800 - 962-6208 


www.snorkel.com DeptCL15ZA 



AireShare Make Hot or Cold Rooms 
Transfer Fans ^omfori^to 

AMHiV'to-ftoom 

Perfect far 
a Space heaters. 

stovH. fii«plao» 
* Roomi/ieveti 
with uneven 


Quality, comfort and tradition. 

First we perfected the 
hammock. Now we've 
perfected 
better-than-wood 
outdoor furniture. 
Made in the USA. 


(877) 401-9017 | pawleys .com 
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SYSTEMS, INC. 

Beoutily and Protect 
_ _Tout Dream 


Restorer iofi products 
10 remove old finishes 
»nd moire dirty or 
weathered wood look 
like new. 


Spectal puipose 
preservatives to 
protect against 
termites^ insects* 
rot mold & mild^. 


Stain 


Finishes to protect 
& bring out the beauty 
of your decks, interior 
& exterior walls and 
mlllwork. 


Seal 


Flexible sealants 
for every weather- 
proofing iob around 
your chinked or chink - 
less style iog home. 


FACTORY STORES 

Tennessee (Knowixei 

1-800-S48-3S54 

Tennessee (SevitnHttej 

1-B6 5-774-3 30? 

Washington 

1-BOO-S48-1231 

Minnesota 

1-877-244-6548 

Colorado 

1-800-433-8781 

Montana 

1-800-479-7090 

Pennsylvania 

1-800-257-4064 

DISTRIBUTORS 

1 Canadian Log Home Supplies I 

Eastern Canada 
Brock White Canada 

1-800-746-7773 

Western Canada 

1-877 846-7506 

Timeless Wood Care Products 

Michigan 

Log Home Center 

1-800-564-2987 

Indiana 

1-800-773-6223 

WWW.PERMACHINK.COM 


Free Workshops, Catalog 
Product Samples 


We Strive For Perfection 
Many Styles And Woods Available 
Catalog Available For $7,00 




Ell 


RO. Box 4^ 
Hamilton, MT 59S40 

406/363-6353 

Fax: 406/363^73 


www.specialtywoodworksco.com 



i 



"N rax ^ J 

The |r<M 

Lawrence Smith 

Customized Railings 
& Accessories 

678.725.4446 cell 

800.474.8124 toll free 

lawrence @ tlieirontwig. com 

706.652.2264 office 

www.theirontwig.com 


Hand-Carved 
Doors Crafted 
by Nationally 
Acclaimed 
Wisconsin 
Carvers! 

View our full line 
of Interior and 
Exterior Doors on 
our website. 


TIMBER VALLEY MILLWORK 

www.timbervalleymillwork.conn 





Prefinished wide plank flooring at amazing prices. Boards up to 16” 
wide. No middlemen, from handpicked log to prefinished product. 

Several styles: Old World • Rustic • Wire Brushed • Tavern • 

, Basic Wide plank 


Ainsworth Zeagler ♦ 912-682-0002 
info@zeaglerfhf.com ♦ www.zeaglerfhf.com 



PREMIERE 

PROPERTIES 




LAKE RETREAT W/MARINA & HANGAR 

Lake Vermilion log cabin retreat w/panoramic waters edge 
views of Big Bay, sand beach, 9 acres & 2200 ft shoreline. 
Private marina/seaplane base, 2 BR log main home, plus 
3BR Scandinavian style guest w/sauna, hot tub & att. 
gar. Detached 4 stall gar. Tower, MN $1,195,000 



GOLF AND SKI RESORT HOME 


New lake home w/300' sand beach, blue water views, 
private property on Wynne Lake at Giants Ridge Champi- 
onship Golf & Ski Resort! E. facing views w/beach & fire 
pit. 4080 SF, 3BR-i-Loft/3BTH home w/attached garage. 

Biwabik, MN $498,00 



LAKE VERMILION FAMILY ESTATE 

Sand shoreline & island studded views of both Daissy 
Bay & Big Bay. Set on 250 ft S. facing shoreline, 3708SF, 
3BR/3BTFI main home w/eco-friendly features. 3 car gar 
w/apt, inci granite kitchen. 2nd car gar w/rec rm, lakeside 
deck. 2 stall boathouse. 3 docks. Tower, MN $1,190,00 



EAST PROPERTY LINE IS BWCA! 


As close as it gets to having a log cabin in the Boundary 
Waters. Year-round Voyaguer log cabin on 2 Acres & 230 ft j 
Farm Lake shoreline — ^justa 1 minute paddle to the BWCA! 
850 SF, 1 BR cabin. Loft bedroom accommodates 2 dbl beds. 
Deck w/panoramic water view. Sauna. Ely, MN $325,00 , 



Janisch 

Riai/iy 


1 218-780-6644 wwwJanischRealty.com 
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MINNESOTALOGHOMES.COM 


1,000's - Log Home Listings 
Log home Real Estate 
Minnesota MLS Search 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Real Estate For Sale 


MAKE YOUR ALASKAN DREAM a reality I have sev 
eral properties to choose from to include properties that are 
TAX FREE. For more info go to margaretbillinger.com or call 
907-841-2188. 


CRANE LAKE, KABETOGAMA, RAINY LAKE, LAKE 
VERMILION LAKEHOMES, LOTS AND CABINS. Rec 

reation acreage and surrounding lake property available. RE/ 
MAX Lake Country. 218-757-3233, info@TheLakeCountry.com 
www.TheLakeCountry.com 


General Classifieds 


CIRCLE SAWN FIR FLOORING 3/4" solid wood Ran 
dom width, kiln dried end matched. Antique, reclaimed 
look at a fraction of the cost. Nationwide shipping. 
www.smileylumber.com 509-446-2163. 


NATURERAILS Create or renovate railing & gates with na- 
ture inspired scenes from NatureRails. Add the wow! factor with 
standard or custom designs by nature artist Rob Gerdin 888- 
743-2325 www.naturerails.com 


COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

HOLD ONTO YOUR FISHING CAP! 

The next issue of Cabin Living is the 
jam-packed Ultimate Resource Guide. 

Here's a sneak peek: 

Cabin dreaming 

■ Guidance for buying land. 

■ How to hire the right builder. 

■ Designing a cabin with niches & nooks. 

■ Three cabin tours full of inspiration 
for your idea book. 

Cabin maintenance 

■ Roof, windows, doors, furnace, water 
heater: repair or replace? 

■ The right tools: Choosing a pressure 
washer, generator and more. 

■ Design ideas for creating secondary 
buildings on your cabin property. 

Cabin fun 

■ Gear guide: Prepare to hike! 

■ Canoes, kayaks, and SUPs: Making 
sense of all the choices. 

■ How to choose the right dock. 

■ Buying a boat: New or used? 

■ Shopping guide for grills and fire pits. 

And, of course, there are the usual 
popular Cabin Living departments like 
"The Unplugged Cabin," "Now & Then," 
"Small Cabin Escape," "Gather 'Round" 
and more! 

Cabin Living's Ultimate Resource Guide 
goes on sale December 29. So you 

don't miss this issue, please go online and 
subscribe now: cabinlivingmag.com/ 
subscribe. 
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cabin capers 


I who didn’t; about problems she 
thought you were having, and 
her hopes and dreams for you.” 

I asked Linda for the cook- 
book. In the index I looked 
for oyster dressing, one of my 
father’s favorite dishes. One of 
her notes there was dated De- 
cember 25, 1992. By then, ours 
was a large and scattered family. Mom 
wrote: “A Christmas miracle. All my chil- 
dren here today. Met Matthew, my first 
great-grand.” 

Mom’s notes were not chronologi- 
cal. Alongside a fish casserole in entrees, 
she noted holding my newborn son. Be- 
side apple strudel in desserts, she met my 
son’s daughter. For her introduction to 
my bride-to-be, Pat, she baked a German 
chocolate cake. By yellow cake, she wrote, 
“Pat’s funeral today. Brain tumor. So 
young. I worry about Paul.” When I passed 
through town after a girlfriend kicked me 
out. Mom made me lasagna. “Paul alone 
again. I never liked Rita anyway.” 

Graduations, anniversaries, baby show- 
ers; birth, life, death. It was all there. We 
passed the cookbook around the table, 
chuckling privately at some memories, 
or reading them aloud to laughter - or to 
tears. Twitter in a cookbook. 

My mother a bad cook? Naw. She had 
cooked up a rich, diverse dish of life, cl 


at my brother Frank’s cabin, 
my sister, two brothers, and I 
reminisced fondly about our 
recently departed 98-year-old 
mother. I broke the circle of 
love, though, when I said she 
wasn’t a very good cook, except 
for special occasions. My brothers, 
recalling her specialty of burnt liver and 
onions for supper, agreed. 

Lois jumped in to defend her mother, 
“You little brats. Typical men. She raised 
four kids with very little help. And you 
never went hungry. You do realize,” Lois 
said, “we never had much money. And 
don’t forget she was always a working 
mother. You forget how little time she 
had when we were growing up. She was 
teaching school in the winter and run- 
ning the resort in the summer. Every 
week she did laundry for 10 cabins, and 
ours too.” 

Lois paused a moment and looked up 
at Bucky, the whitetail head-and-shoul- 
ders mount. 

“Mom taught 30 other little kids all 
day and then often stopped at Skinner’s 
for some meat for supper for us. That, after 
driving 20 miles home on country roads, 
sometimes in a snowstorm. She never 
had enough time to plan, prep, and cook a 


BY PAUL SULLIVAN 


good meal. No Swanson TV dinners then, 
no microwaves. She had her own house to 
take care of, your laundry to do, helping 
you with your schoolwork. When she had 
to be a good cook, she was. Besides, Dad 
liked liver and onions.” 

Frank’s wife, Linda, reached into a 
bookcase and pulled out a tattered, spi- 
ral-bound book and put it on the table. 
“Your mother used this cookbook all her 
life to prepare special-occasion dishes for 
company. When she went into assisted 
living, she passed it on to me. She said 
she was never a spur-of-the-moment 
cook who could cook by taste, kind of 
like playing music by ear. Mom needed 
her recipes. 

“I’ll bet you didn’t know,” Linda said, 
“Mom wrote notes in the margins around 
the recipes. She commented about your 
boyfriends and girlfriends, your spouses, 
the weather, who liked her special dish. 


t a reunion 
last summer 
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Handcrafting Real & Reproduction 
Antler Chandeliers since 1997! 

Best Price in North America, guaranteed! 




We manufacture top quality antler 
chandeliers, furniture and accessories. 

Visit our website for a full list of 
products or call for more information. 

Canadian Antler 
Designs, Inc. 

www.antlerchandeliers.net 

250.217.8702 



Our lighting is certified 
in the U.S. and Canada. 


,1 


All U.S. orders are shipped from our warehouse 
in North Dakota. No sales tax or duty. 







Stom Our Confdrt 
Jnjoimation by 
ScaiwTing (iits QR Code 
with vti«r srmrtpiwne! 


CAIi.TOD^.. 
Fo/ £Kur Fn^ FuH 
Color Information 
Bmehutv! 


www.logcabinhomes.com 
Toll Free: 1 800 LOG CABIN 

info@logcah inh omes.cnm 

...Our Log Profile Or Your5...Sizes up to 12 inches! Available in Cedar, Cypress or Pine! 

Take Advantage of our 36-Month Lay-A-Way! 

Seam ycfi^pacftageaiiodc^s prices wUh only a 10% Deposit JeOw delivery anytimeupto36 mmihperioci 
513 feen Sireei • RO. Drawer 1457 • Rocky Mourn, NC 27802 • Fax 252,454.1550 • Contact Us for Model Locations. 




